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Per onS ra'i ed above I overty Line 
during Sixth Five Year Plan 

520. ,SHRI ANNAN MOLLAH: 
Will the Minister of PLANNING be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the number of persons raised above 
po\t'erty l~n ,e during the Sixth Five Year 
Plan period in the country ;. 

(b) sources from which the relevant 
data have been collected, probessed and 
complied ; and 

(c) whether he is aware that eminent 
economists of the country have challenged 
the data circulated by Government? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PLAN'NIN (SHRI A. K. 
PANJA) : (a) and (b). The National Sample 
SurveY Organisation (NSSO) has conducted 
quinquennial Household Consumer 
Expenditure Surveys in 1972-73 (21th 
Round), 1977-78 (32th Round) and 
1983 (38th Round). , The reports on these 
surveys give give consumption level 
for different items , by Expenditure 
class and also lIhe number of Households 
with their composition by Expenditure 
class. The results contained in the reports 
have been utilised by the Planning Com-
mission for the estimation of the percentage 
and number of people below the poverty 
line. Based on the 1971-78 NSSO Survey 
(Revised) the number of persons below the 
poverty line in 1979- ~O (base year of the 
Sixth Plan) has been estimated at 347.8 
Million. Based on 1983 NSSO Survey 
(latest a:vailable), the . number of persons 
below the poverty line in 1984-85 (Provi-
sional) has b",en estimated at 2 72. 7 million, 
which implies tha1 the . number of person 
raised above the poverw line during tile 
Sixth Plan was about 75 milliQn. 

(c) The poverty estimates for the year 
1984-8S are based on the 1983 NSSO 
Survey on Hous,ehold Consumer Expendit:ure 
which bas been released only recently. The 
Government is ' n t aw re of any eminent 
conorni t having challeng d the estimat..e . 

[Translation] 
entral A 

52\, R 
lNOH : 'Will th 

be plea d tate : 

to i ar during 
Plan 

(a) whether the Planning Commi sion 
has made a provision in the Seventh Five 
rear Plan for giving Central A s.i tance for 
the implementation of deve]opm nt Scheme 
in hilly areas of Bihar State as cent per 
cent grant basis; and 

(b) whether there is a provi ion in the 
Plan to relax the present prescribed norm 
with a view to extending facilities like 
communication, transport, banking etc. in 
the e areas? 

T MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI A.K. 
PANJA): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. Requests received from 
some States for introducing the scheme to 
other areas are being executed. 

"[English] 

"Conversion f. AgrJcultural Land into 
Social Forests" 

522. SHRI E AYYAPU R DDY 
Will the PRIME MINIST R be 
to state : pleased 

(a) . whethe~ any study has been insti-
tuted to ascertam how much of the agricul-
tur~l Jand can usefully be converted int 
SOCIal £orest s . 0 , 

(b! wh~ther ~ny step have been taken 
to gIVe. lDcentlves for conver ion of 
unproductIve wasteland into social torest • , 

(c) ~ether . coobobuJ is found to b 
remuneratIve for Industrial use and al 0 fo 
fodder purposes; and r 

(d) . if .0, w~ether there are any plan 
to prov1de lDcentlves for it s growth in t 
sphere of social forests? he 

THE MINISTER OF STAT IN T 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT H 
FORESTS SHRI Z.R. ANSARI) :' (a~D 
study has been carried out to . .0 
h h f . a c rt In 

ow wuc 0 agncultural land ca . 
b · c t d t' n u fuUy e onver . 0 oClal fore try. 

(b) nccntive in 
di tribu ion of eedlin 

c. re being provided 
n id nti y marginal 

and affor t the · m. 

the form of fce 
techni al guidan e 

that each farmer 
farmland / I t 1 nd 




