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[Translation)
Malethukanak Station Platform to be
Raised

3686. SHRI NIRMAL KHATTRI: Will
the Minister of TRANSPORT be pleased to
state : :

(a) whether any scheme to reise the
level of the platform of the Malethukanak

Station (District Faizabad) is under
consideration of Government ; and
(b) if so, the time by which work is

likely to be started ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MADHAVRAO SClNDIA}): (Ia)l a;)d 1“:)

7 1 for raising of rail level piat-
'frok;inpfoporsnaedium level at Malethukana'k
Station has been approved. It is not possi-
ble to indicate the target date of comple-
tion at this stage as it will depend upon
the availability of funds.

[English)

Distribution of Sodivm Thiousulphate
Vaccine to Bhopal Gas Victims

3687. SHRIS. M. BHATTAM : Will
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY

WELFARE be pleased to state :

(a) whether sodium Thiosulphate vac-
cines were distributed to the ‘ Bhopal-1
gas victims as Per the direction of the

Supreme Court ;

(b) whether ICMR has conducted a
study which gave an indication of .thc
amilioration of the condition of the vict-

ims ; and

(c) how many victims are still being
and whether there isa consensus

ted ® 18 :
e eatment of the vicuims by Medical

or the tr
experts 7

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY WELFARE
(SHR1 S. KRISHNA KUMAR ) : (a) No,
Sir. Howevel, Supreme Court had direc-
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ted the Government of Madhya Pradesh
to distribute Sodium Thio-Sulpbate injec- .
tions also to the clinics run by Voluntary
organisations as per  guidelines issued by
the Indian Council of Medical Research.

(b) and (¢) The ICMR has conducted a
controlled doudble blind  study on the use
of Sodium Thiosulpbate. On the basis
of this, it recomm ended the wuse of
Sodium Thiosulphate for the amelioration
of the condition of the gas victims. Based
on ICMR’s recomm endations, the affected
persons are being treated and all neces-
sary medicines are being provided.

Additional Bogies and Trains to ang
fro New Jalpaiguri

3688, SHRIMATI D.K. BHANDARI :
Will the Minister of TRANSPORT be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware of
the heavy rush of passengers boarding at
New Jalpaiguri, the railhead for  Sikkim,
Darjeeling, Bhutan, Nepal ;

(b) whether it is a fact that at the
above Junction a large number of armed
force personnel also travel to and fro
frequently ;

(c) whether the trains are so crowded
that passengers travel cn rail tops even
on fast trains also totally  blocking the
vestibuls ; and

(d) if s0, whether repular additional
train is proposed to be started and addi-
tional bogies attached to existing trains
as is being done on special occasion ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MADHAVRAO SCINDIA) (a) Yes,
Sir, .

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) and (d) Besides Tinsukia Mail
which was running earlier, Railways bave
extended Assam Mail on Broad Gauge to
Gauhati via new Jalpaiguti. Ip addition a
fast train is running between Gauhati and
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New Delhi via New Jalpaiguri twice a

month for Defence Personnel.

Family Planning Programme Tardy in
Rural Areas

3689, SHRIMATI D.K. BHANDARI :
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FA.
MILY WELFARE be bleased to state :

(a) whether itis a fact that progress
on the crucial family planning programme
has been trady particularly in some States,
specially in the rural areas;

(b) whether it is a fact that in contract
tribal population is diminishing ; and

(¢c) whether Government would involve
organised, professional social institutions
in this great task and challenge at the ear-
liest and initiate a National debate and a
Nationa! Plan to meet the situation?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY WELFARE
(SHRI S. KRISHNA KUMAR) : (a) and
(c) Statements showing statewise achiev-
ment figures in rural/urhan areas in res-
pect of sterilisation and IUD during the
last two years are placed on the Table of
the Hous=. [Placed in Library. See No.
LT. 1944/85]. Special attention is focus-
sed on implementation of the Family
Welfare Programme in rural areas where
it is implemented through the vast net-
work of PHCs, RFWCs, Sub-centres etc.
The Government is eonstantly striving to
involve the crganised sector, professional
and social institutions in the implementa-
tion of the Family Welfare Programme.
The components of the programme are
discussed every year in the Joint meetings
of the Central Council of Health a8nd
Family Welfare which are attended by
Health Ministers from the State Govern-
ments,

(b) A statement showing the popula-
tion of scheduled tribes as per the 1961,
1971 and 1981 Census enumerations is
laid on the Table of the House. [Placed
in Library. See No. LT. 1944/85]. States.
have been instructed to adopt a welfare
approach with emphasis on MCH activities

jn thosc tribal areas where the tribal -
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population is either diminishing or stag-
nant,

Research in Genetical Engineering

3690. SHRIMATI D.K. RHANDARI :
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAM!LY WELFARE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian
scientists working in various research
institutions in the country have developed
new innovations in genetical engineering
like vaccine for populations control, intro-

* duction of nitrogen fixing genes in cereals

and millets and utilising genes in the
yeast for the production of alcohol etc. as
reported in the ‘‘The Times of India”’
dated 18 November, 1985;

(b) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to export results of such research and
earn foreign exchange ; and

(c) whether these vaccines are now
available in the country and if so, at

which prices and wherefrom?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY WELFARE
(SHRI S. KRISHNA KUMAR): (a)
While Indian seientists in various research
institutions are conducting research in
these fields, there are no immediate pros-
pects for a genetically engineered vaccine
for population control based on DNA
technology. It is also unlikely that nitro-
gen fixing genes will be transferred to
cereals in a functionally effective manner
in the near future. As regards the use of
yeast for production of alcohol, a2 numbher
of nationa] laboratories are conducting
R & D on using new approaches through
bio-technology, although micro-organism
yeast has been used for a number of years
for converting sugar mollasses to industrial
alcohol.

(b) The question does not arise at

present.

(c) The question does not arise.





