
"Capital Outlay Involved on tbe 
Acqllisition of Air and Water 
Pollution Control EQuipments" 

6784. SHRI SANAT KUMAR 
MANDAL : Will the PR(ME MINISTER 
be pleased to state the anticipated capital 
outlay involved on the acqusition of air and 
water pollution control equipments during 
d1e Seventh plan peried for the following 
Industries/Sectors; 

(i) Steel, (ii) Thermal Power Generation, 
(iii) Fertilizer Plants, (iv) Paper, (v) Cement, 
(vi) Oil Refining, :and (vii) Petro-chemicals '1 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI VIR SE~) : The resposi-
bility for investment on acquisition of air 
and water poilution control equipments is 
with the specific industries which belong to 
both public and private sectors. As such, it' 
is not possible to give figures of capital 
outlay. 

Afforestation Programme to Prevent 
Ecological Damage 

6785. SHRI SANAT KUMAR 
MANDAL : WiJI the PRIME MINISTER be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Union Government is 
considering launching a massive afforestation 
programme to prevent eccological demage; 

(b) if so, its broad out-lines and the 
areas which will be ,covered in Went Bengal; 

(c) whether an indepth study was also 
being made to work out the modalities for 
relieving the pressure On forests, specially by 
encouraging the use of substitute materials; 
if so, its broad features thereof; and 

(d) whether it is proposed to amend the 
existing legislation to check indiscriminate 
diversion of forest land to non-forest uses? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE iN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI VIR SEN) :, (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) A National W-astelauds Development 
Boatd bas ,been set up with the object of 
bringing five million hectares of land every 
ytar und~r fuelwood and fodder plantation. 
The areas.in West Bengal which will be 
covered ate to be worked out. 

(c) Yes, Sir. It is proposed to carry out 
studies for relieving the pressure on forests 
by use ef altetnatives to wood material in 
major use areas such as fuel, industrial uses 
including paper-making, railway sleepers, 
mining, construction, etc. Fisc~1 measures to 
encourage use of alternative materials and 
to increase imports of pulp, etc. are under 
review. 

(d) The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 
(No. 69 of 1980) has been enacted to check 
indiscriminate diversion of forests lands to 
non-forest uses. 

Visits of Presidents and Vice-Presidents 
of ITDC to Foreign Countries 

6786. SHRI RAM ASHRA Y PRASAD 
SINGH: Will the Minister of TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to 
state : 

(a) what is the total strengh of Vicc-
Presidents and Sr. Vice-Presidents in ITDC 
Head Quarters, New Delhi; 

(b) how many of them have been visiting 
foreign countries alongwith names and 
purposes of such visits achieved during the 
last two years with details of expenditures 
incurred; and 

(c) on what - basis foreign tours are 
organised? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK GEHLOT) : (a) 
The total strength of Sr. Vice-Presidents and 
Vice Presidents in the ITDC Head-Quarters 
is 2 and IS respectively. 

(b) and (c). Information is given in the 
attached statement. 
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