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Construction of Railway Line from
Kumarghat {0 Sabroom

126. SHRI AJOY BISWAS; Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state

(a) whether Governmecnt are awarc
that Tripura is a backward State and
construction of Railway line from Kumar-
ghat to Sabroom is necessary for quick
development of the Statc ;

(b) if so, whether Central Govern-
ment will include the project of Cons-
truction of Railway tine from Kumarghat
to Sabroom in Seventh Five Ycar Plan;
and

(¢) if so, the details of the scheme ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BANSI LAL) : (a) to (¢) For the
development of Tripura State, constru-
ction of a metre gauge line from Dharm-
anagar to Kumarght (33kms) has alrcady
been sanctioned and is well in progress.
Tt is expected to be completed by Dece-
mber’87 subject to availability of re-
sources.

For further extention of Railway line
upto Agartala, updating of the Trafhic
cum-Engineering  Survey is in progress.
A final decision regarding extention of
the line from Kumarghat (o Agartala will
be taken after receipt of the Survey
Report and its examination ia detail, in
consultation with Planning Commission,
subject to availability of funds. Exten-
sion of the line from Agartala to Sabroom
will be considered only after a decision
is takenr about the line from Kumarghat
to Agartala,

Powcr Searcity

127. SHRI
HARY :
SHR1 ANIL BASU :
SHRI SYED MANSUDAL HOS-
SAIN : Will the Minister of
IRRIGATION AND POWER be pleased
to state ¢
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(a) whether it is a fact that several
States in the country have been facing

severe power scarcity ;

(b) what is the volume of powerscut
in different States in the past two months,
domestic and industrial ; and

(¢) what steps Governmeni arc con-
templating to improve the situation ?

THE MINISTER OF [RRIGATION
AND POWER (SHR1 B, SHANKAR-
ANAND) : (a) In the recent past, Harvana,
Himachal Pradcsh, Jammu and Kashmir,
Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh in
the Northern Region ; Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu in the Southern Region ; and
Bihar, West Bengal and Orissa in the
Eastern Region were facing power shor-
tage of varying magnitudes, In the case of
Gujarat and Maharasthra, there were
marginal shortages in terms of peak de-
mand.

(b) The abstract of notificd powcr cuts
in the various Statcs during December,
1984 and January, 1985 is enclosed. In
the casc of Bihar, Power cuts and restri-
ctions arc imposcd on a day to day basis
depending upon actual availability,

(¢) In order to improve power gene-
ration and power availability in the country
a number of measures are being taken on
a continuous basis, These measures in-
clude (1) An acccleratcd programme of
commissioning of new gencrating capacity
and (2) Measures to improve the capacity
utilisation of thermal power plants such
as ¢

(1) assistance to  State Elcctricity
Boatds / power stations (o pre-
parc and undertake plant better-
ment programmes ;

(ii) adoption of preventive mainten-
ance techniques for  raducing
outage periods ;

(iii) assistancc in procurcment of re
quisite quality and quantity tos
coal ;

(iv) assistance in procurement and
management of spare parts from
indigenous and foreign sources ;
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(v) introduction of an incentive sche- , the power station ; and

te formance of . .
me for better per (vii) launching of a Centrally Sponsor.

ed Scheme for renovation and
(vi) training of engincers and opera- modernisation of thermal
tion & maintenance personnel of stations

thermal power stations ;

power
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