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(c) whether any advertisement has been' 
given in the newspapers by the Rai1way 
SerVice Commission inviting applications 
for these categories; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RA IL WA YS (SHRI 
MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) to (d). 
Information is being collected und will be 
laid on the Table of the Sabha. 

Measures to check Railway accidents 
due to buman failure 

2740. fHRI SANAT KUMAR MAN
DAL: Will tnt Minister of RAILWAY~ 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the three major accidents 
in the recent months involving Io~s of life 
,md damage to Railway propaty have one 
thing in lOmm( n. J amd)' the human 
failure ; 

(b) if so, what cffectivt: mca~lIf(S have 
been evolved to chc'C'k ri~j'~g incidence of 

'human failure' and innovatiofJs made in 
modcrnbation whh respect to checking 
fatigue, the introductiot, of gadgets, to 
keep a tab on locomoliv.: drivers and tr.lin 
crew against drunken drivif1g while on 
duty ar.d strengthening of the p"ycho
techr.ical cells on the Zonal Ruilways ; 

(c) whether there have bl..cn instances 
where the crucial, operating staff like 
Switchmen, Cabinmcl', Pointsmcn and 
Lcvcnnen huve conlribult:d towal ds these 
'human failures' and whether these were 
due to 'fatigue' by hca vy rosters or other
wise; and 

(d) the steps being taken in this 
direction 1 

THE MINISTI R OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAIL 'tVA YS (SHRJ 
MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) 2 out 
of the 3 major accidents since January 1985 
Were caused by human failure. The third 
accident is under investigation by the 
Commissioner of Railway Safety. 

(b) To check the incidence of human 
failure, a lo.point Action PI",n was Ja",n-

ched recently concentrating 0:1 intensive 
inspections at all levels, COt l(jelling of 
starr in the field, 5urpri5c checks ()O obscr
van~e of safety ruks and safegua1'ds, 
foot-plate inspections to enSllre that the 

• drivers obey signals ::110 ob~erve speed res
trictions. To supplement human vigilance, 
n~ore technological aids )ike route relay 
interlocking, track circlliting, automatic 
f( versa] of sigmils after passing of a train, 
panel interlocking. axle counters, etc. have 
be~h provided. It is n}so planned to pro
vide A llxiliary ,"'arning SYbtem in busy 
areas. 

To prevent fatigue, strict observance of 
duty hours is checked from time to time 
and l·ondition"i in the Running Rooms are 
also maintained at. a sati~factory level to 
enable st .. ff to take proper rest. 

Drcath Iyser tests ar.e carried out at crew 
hook ing points to chelk whether the dri
verc:: ~rc t'nder the influcl1;"c of alcoholic 
drinks. 

Strengthening of Psy,ho-Tcchnicul Cells 
in R(.search, Design & Standards Organi
sation wiJI bc rcvkwed ba"ed en the work
load. 

(l:) and (d). Accidents h~lve been mostiy 
callsed due to error of judg~m~l1t and 
ncgligcll(e on the part of OpcrJ.ting 
Staff. The clucial Operating Staff' like 
Switchmen, Cabinmen & Pointsmen 
:If\: not generally subjected to long hours 
of duty. Hours of work, periods of rest 
etc of such staff are regulated by the Rail
way Servants Hours of Employment Regu
lation. Provision of rest givers, leave 
reserve has bt:en adequately made and 
checks arc made to see that Operating 
StaiT ure not subjected to Jong hours of 
duty. 

Conversion of Qullon-Madras line 
into Broad Gauge 

2741. SHRI N. DENNIS: Will the 
Minister of RA IL WAYS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal under 
the consideration of Government to con .. 
vert Quilon-Madras Metre .. Oauge to Broad .. 




