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Poverty in tbe Seventh Fi,e Year Plan 

2527. SHRI SA AT KUMAR 
MANDAL : Wjll the PR ME MINISTER 
be pleased to state: 

(a' whether it is proposed to give new' 
thrust to or stry in th Seventh iv 
Plan to hnprov an<i str ngthcn 
husbandry of the (ore't of t e ' untry 
and to raise the productivity of the {or sts 
for meefing the ess ntial need of the 
peop~e and th nation on a u lain d bas is; 
and 

(b) if so, the broad futures of th 
pr"opos d plan and the nature of the 
improv m nt anticipated to be mad in 
this b half in the Sunderban area of West 
Bengal? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTR OF ENVI ONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI VIR SEN) ; (a) y . , 
Sir. 

(b) The broad feattlres are to strare t 

as peediJy as possible a1l d nuded areas 
including rnangfov s. About 5000 hectare 
in Sunderbans of West Bengal are proposed 
to be affore ted at a co t of R. 4.5 crates 
(S 10 or so of th forestry sector outlay) 
during the Seventh Five Year Plan. These 
figures are tentative since the VII Five 
Year Plan Os yet to be finalised. Thi 
would belp minimise wind and wave-induced 
soil erosion and would stabilise the unique 
mangrove eeo-system in Sunderban. It 
would also provide gainful etnployment to 
the communities in and around the ar ao 

High Cost' of Power Through Nuelear Po"er 

TYAOI: WiH the PR M 
pleased to state: 

(a) cost of generating one 
energy in a Due en.,. pOW "f" plant; 

(b) is it cheape'f than the c ' st of hyde} 
ijnd thermal power per' MW; 

(C) if not. , the reasons for tbe Govern .. 
ment's l°ecent d cision to slep up the 
production f nuclear energy; and 

(d) whether Gov rnmcnt wiJI reconsi· 
der j ts oHcy of iocre ased seocrn ion ,of 
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enetgy through l1t 01 ar POW r plants in 
view of its high r ost per unit, e viroo .. 
ment, I hazards nd comparativ Iy short 
life of th nucl .. ar r actors? 

THE . INISTER OF STATB IN THE 
MINIS RY OF SCIE CE AND TECHNO .. 
LOGY AND IN HE DEPA TMENTS 
OF aCE BVELOPMENT. ATOMIC 
EN R Y, SPACE AND ELECTRONICS 
(SaRI SHIVRAJ Vo P T L) : (a) The 
prevaiJing rat of .supply of J ctricity from 
nuclear po er sta lions in the ~ou try is 
in the range of 35 to 42 paise/Kwh. This 
incl d s a rate f return on investment 
of 120/0' " 

(b) Nuclear eJ ctricOt;y is cheap r than 
electricity produ ed by coal·fired thermal 
power pla nts in the loc tions b iog consi­
dered. Compari~o witb hyde) power had 
not b en carri d out. 'lS it ould be 
desirable to exploit aU available resources 
of hyde} power . 

(c) 0 es not sri e. 

(d) International stu ies n risks and 
ben fits or various energy soutces indicate 
thn t use of n clear energy for electrici y 
genera fion j ao environmcn (iiJly benign 
option and ha relativeJy Ie S over"all 
impact OD the environment compar d to 
coaJ-fir d power stations. The d sign life 
of nuclear power lations an c aJ .. fired 
power plants is identical. 

Nuclear Free Zone in India.- Ocean and 
SOld h ,A sia 

2529. SHRI DHARAMVIR SINOH 
TYAGI : WiJJ the Minister of EXTERNAL , 
AFFAIRS b plea cd to state: 

(a) whether the sta tement of the Prime 
Mioistel' in th course of his interview to 
Mi s Dani Ja Kuncva 0 the Bulgarian 
TV about th~ desirabOlity of establishing 
a nucJ a r frce Zone in the Indian Ocean 
irnpli s India's re ognition of denuclearisa­
tion of the lndian 00 an as a part of the 
Indian Oc an Peace Zone prop sa]' and 

(b) whether the said statement of the 
Prime Minis! or signal Tndi8 s rethinking 
over her erstwhile ~tand on 'the proposal 
for establishing a nucl ~r fre Zone in 
South Asia? 




