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instancesof shortage of some branded for
mulations. insomelocalised areas, for which 
therapeutic equivalents were usually avail
able.

Prices of Ufe Saving Drugs

2281. SSHRIKAOHAN SINGH; WilTthe 
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) Whether prices of life saving drugs 
have gone up by 30 per cent during the last 
one year; and

(b) if so. the steps proposed to be taken 
to control the prices cl those drugs?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTIL
IZERS (DR. CHINTA MOHAN): (a) The fig
ures in regard to movement of the whole
sale price index for drugs and medicines 
during the year 1990-91 is 149.6 as com
pared to 140.4 in the year 1989-90. with 
base year 1981-82 »100.

Recently, medicines based on Imported 
inputs have registered comparatively higher 
price increases due to exchange rate adjust
ment. However, out of about 200 formula- 
tbns whose prices have been revised up
wards after exchange rate adjustment, only 
39 formulations have shown increase of 
20% or more.

(b) in a situation of rising cost of inputs, 
corresponding increase in the prices of 
medicines is unavoidable. The prices of all 
the scheduled formulations are fixed in ac
cording with a formula and fixed norms, after 
careful; scrutiny in order to iceep adequate 
ched( on the prices of Ihese medictnes as

Post Harysst Losses

2282. SHRI SUiO)EO PASWAN: W il 
me lilinister of FOOD be placed to state:

(a) whether any study has been made 
to asses the value of foodgrains iost after 
haivest;

(b) if so. the details thereof; arxl

(c) the modem techniques adopted to 
piovide efficient storage management at 
farm level to prevent food grains losses 
and results achieved so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD (SHRI TARUN 
GOGOI) (a) to (c). No study as sudi has 
been conducted to assess the post harvest 
foodgrain losses. To minimise such tosses, 
however, the following main techniques have 
t)een developed and propagated through 
Save Grain campaign:̂

(i) Development of several designs of 
metallic bins and no-metalUc storage 
structures;

(ii) Development of a fumigant mixture 
viz. EDB plus for insect control;

(iii) Stahdaidisation of dosages of pesti
cides such as Aluminum Phosphide. 
Ethylene Dibromide Malathion and 
DDVP’

(iv) Testing and standardisation of dos
ages c f several formulation of loden- 
tid d ^ ;

(v) Developmentof number of codes of 
practices for safe storage of 
foodgrains;

(vi) Training of farmers, village level 
woikers eto. in scientific storage of 
foodgrains;

(vii) Publicity and disseminatbn of infor
mation through radio taks, TV pio- 
grammes, press reports exhlrilions, 
film/slide shows eto.

A statement incft:ating ma-in achieve
ments of Save Grain Campaign is given 
below
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