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'setting up of Solar Research CeDtres 

3615. SHRI NAVIN RAVANI: Will 
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
:state: 

(a) hoW many solar research cen-
tres are working at present and 

"Where; and 

(b) whether there is any proposal 
to set up more centres and whether 
any study to set up one O'f such cen-
tres at Bhavnaiar in Gujarat hell 

been undertaken in view of its im-
menSe resources? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
(SHRI C. P. N. SINGH): (a) A num-
ber of existing institutions in the 
country are already engaged 011 R&D 
work in the field of solar ~nergy, the 
prominent ones being, Institutes of 
Technology, Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, CSIR Laborato-
ries, Laboratories of the Defence Re-
search and Development Organiza-
tion, several Universities, R&D Divi-
sion of BHEL, Central Electronics 
Ltd., Tata Energy Research Institute, 
Pondicherry, Jyothi Ltd., Baroda, Pun-
jab Agricultural University, LUdhiana, 
Central Arid Zone Research Institute, 
Jodhpur and other institutions. A list 
of institutions where Department of 
Science and TechnOlogy has funded 
research and development projects in 
this area is attached. 

(b) The Department of Science and 
Technology has 'formulated a coordina-
ted national R&D programme on 
solar energy by availing of expertise 
and infrastructure in the existing "ins-
titutions (including the Central .Salt 
and Marme Chemicals Research Insti-
tute of CSIR at Bnavnagar) in the 
country; no specific study for setting 
up additional centres including at 
:Qbavn!.l~r, }lAS. J:>~n .. undertaken. 




