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and arranged reliet programmes and 
drinking water supply, Supply of 
seeds and pesticides on loan are also 
under consideration. The Government 
of India allocated 758 MT of food 
grains under Food for Work Progra· 
mmes for providing employment t(' 
the rural labourers. 

(,b) No such request was received 
from the Andaman and Ni'Cobar ad-
ministration. 

(c) and (d). It has been the 
practice in Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands to supply drinking water in 
summer months and charge for the 
supply at Re. 1 per drum of 200 litre~ 
so as to ensure economy in the use of 
water by the public as the availability 
of water during summer months is 
very limited. In view of the drought 
conditions, the administration re-
duced the charges to 50 paise per 
drum. In view of the plentiful rain$ 
since 10th May, 1980 there is no 
shortage of drinking water now. 

Foodgrains to Tripara 

145. SHRI AJOY BISWAS: Will 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE b{\ 
pleased to state: 

(a) whE'ther Government are 
aware that the foodgrains are not 
reaching Tripura in time: 

(b) whether Government are also 
aware that the people or'l'ripura are 
facing serious crisis; and 

(c) if so, the steps taken by Gov-
ernment to supply the foodgrains and 
essential commodities to Tripura? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHR! R. V. SWAMlNATHAN): (a) 
to (c). Some representations were re· 
celved from the State Government. 
After investigation, the factual posi,:, 
tion whiCh was found to be generally 
satt.factory hal been duly intimated 
to the State Oovtl'lmWlt. 

Against the average monthly deli· 
very of 7133 tonnes of sponsorei food-
grains to the state during the year 
1979, the average monthly delivery 
durnig January to May. 1980 ha, 
been about 7187 tonnes. Necessary 
steps to increase the despatches by 
rail from the North Zone have also 
been initiated. The position is under 
constant watch. 

Wages to Muster Roll workers 01 PAT 
Department, Tripura 

146. SHRI AJOY BISWAS: Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Mustel Roll 
workers of the P & T Department in 
Tripura are getting the same rates 
of wages like Must~r Roll workers 
of the State Government; and 

(b) if not, the reasons thenafor? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI .. 
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN): 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) In view of (a) above, this does 
not arise, 

Satellite Communication Centre in 
Tripura 

147. sHRI AJOY BISWAS: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) wnether there is any proposal 
to, start a project for Satellite Com-
munication Centre in Tripttra; and 

(b) if so. when the project will be 
completed? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN). (e) 
Yes, there is a proposal to start a 
Satellite Earth statiori at Agartala in 
Tripura State. 

(b) By ear111H1. 




