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(b) the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN): 
(a) and (b) The trunk automatic ex-
change equipment at Asansol and 
Nhi bas ~n installed. The ins-
tallation of the long distance equip-
ment for providing the required num-
ber of circuits between the twO places 
is on progress. The route is eXPect .. 
ed to be commissioned during the 
current financial year 1980-81. 

Vlllage8 without Post O1Ilees 

54. SHRI SAMAft MUKHERJEE: 
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of villages of our 
country which do net have post 
offices; and 

(b) the steps so tar taken by Gov-
ernment to OP~n po~t offices in these 
villages? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN): 
(a) According to the latest informa-
tion available, the number of villages 
in the country enumerated in 1971 
census not yet provided with post 
offices is 4,57,721. 

(b) there is an ongoing programme 
for opening of post offices in normal 
rural areas as well as in hilly, back-
ward and tribal areas on a subsidised 
basis subject to certain norms of 
population, income and distance. 
Under this programme post offices 
are opened in a phased manner in ac-
cordanCe with the targets fixed in the 
successive Five Year/Annual Plans. 
As on 31st March, 1980, the total num-
ber of post offices in !ndia was 1,37,013 
out of which 1,22,857 were in rural 
areas. 

TIlDa FlIhiD.r 

55. SHRI A. NEELALOHlTHADA-
SAN: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether at 'Present there is 
any orglll1ised Tuna Fishing .lD India; 

(b) Ji 80, the ager .. cY which is con-
ducting it; 

(c) whether the Central Govern-
ment are aware that considerable 
Tuna rishing is done in the Indian 
Ocean by vessels bejonging to foreign 
countries; and 

(d) it so, what is the value of 
catches of Tunft by non-Indian enter-
prises? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTERY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) 
and (b) The all-India Tuna landings 
as estimated by the Central Marine 
Fisheries Research Institute were 
13748 tonnes in 1978. Organised Tuna 
fishing, however, has been taken up 
by the Fisheries Department. of 
Lakshadweep Administration which 
has introduced about 191 mechanised 
,boats consisting of Pole and Line 
vessels, Long Liners and Trollinl 
vessels through subsidies and loan 
for purchase of boats by the fisher-
men for exploiting the tuna resour-
ces near the Islands. Of the total 
prodUction of fish near the Islands 
ranging from 2000 to 4000 tonnes per 
year, tuna comprises about 54 per 
cent. 

(c) and (d) The Central Govern-
ment is aware that considerable tuna 
fishing is done in the Jndian Ocean by 
vessels belonging to foreign count-
ries. According to the F AO fisheries 
statistics during 1977 about 1.65 lakh 
tonnes ~f tunas were caught in the 
entire Indian Ocean. The correspon-
ding figure of tuna catches in the 
western ~n<iian Ocean from the west 
coast of India to the east coast of 
Africa was 1.17 lakh tonnes durini 
1978. The value of the fish is diffi-
cult to estimate because of the varie. 
ties of tunas and their price in vari. 
ous consuming countries. 

DI8eUe8 Of CocoDut TreeI 
56. SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADA-

SAN: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any pemUlhent cure ot 
diseases of coconut trees in the 
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Kerala State has been found by re-
searches aUd studies made by the 
Government ot India's Coconut Re-
search station at Krlshnapuram near 
KayankuIam; and 

(b) the tota' amount spent as on 
1st January, 1980, On the said Insti-
tute? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) 
there are a number of diseases QIl. 
coconut. Of the important diseases 
satisfactroy control measures hav~ 
been evolved in respect of bud rot, 
stem bleeding and leaf rot. The 
'wilt' disease is a very complex pro-
blem and efforts are under way to 
find out control measures for this 
diseaSe and to limit its spread. 

(b) The expenditure incurred on 
the Kayankulam Station of Central 
Plantation Crops Research Institute 
during the five yearS from 1-4-75 to 
31-3-80 was Rs. 1,15,60,427/- while the 
total expenditure on this Institute 
and all its Regional Stations includ-
ing the Kayangulam Station during 
Mle same period was Rs. 5,74,06,507/-. 

Indian Institute of Technology 
Bomaby 

57. PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Will the Minister of EDUCATION be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether a four point demand 
charter was submitted to the Director, 
I.!. T., Bombay following the dismissal 
of four students from the I.I.T.; 

(b) if so, what were the demands 
mentioned in the charter; and 

(c) what steps have been taken in 
response to this character? 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI B. SHANKRANAND): 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The demands were: 

1. The four students who had 
been removed from the rolls of the 

Institute becaUSe of their consistent.. 
ly poor academic performance 
should be taken back. 

2. A student should be permitted 
to study in lIT for 8 years betorl' 
which he should not be asked to 
leave on academic grounds, and it 
required he shOUld be allowed to 
register ev~n beyond ",his time as 
a private student. 

S. Arrangements should be made 
to help students who are academi· 

cally deficient and require extra 
coaching. 

4. Students shou~J be &iven ade-
quate representation on all deci-
sion making budies. lhey would 
elect their own reprcsentatives wh) 
should have full vc ting rights. 

(c) The above mentioned demands 
were considered by the authorities of 
the Institute. Demands I. 2 & 4 were 
agreed to by them. ,Ample facili-
ties\arrang'ements 'tllTeady exist in 
the Institute to give help and support 
to academically deficient students. 
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