Written Answers

in the country is th© shortfall of
oilseeds production in 1979-80 due to
drought and the resultant widening
gap between demand and supply.

(b) For encouraging the produc-
tion of oilseeds the Government have
been announcing support prices for
groundnut, rapeseed and mustard,
soyabean and sunflower seeds. The
support prices have been generally
revised upwards every year fo giv-
ing encouragement to oilseeds pro-
duction. For the same purpose, State
Governments and the National Ag-

ricultural  Cooperative = Marketing
Federation of India are required to
undertake purchase  operations at

support price levels.

U.G.C. grants to colleges in backward
and rural areas

3278.  SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES:

Will the Minister of EDUCATION be
pleased to state:

(a) the procedure adopted by the
University Grants Commission for
giving grants to colleges situated in
the backward areas and rural areas;

(b) whether Government propose to
give more concessions and grants to
colleges located in the remote areas;

and
(c) if so, the details in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION

AND HFALTH AND SOCIAL
WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN G
RANAND): (a) The Commis-
sion had relaxedthe conditions of

eligibility for development grants in
favour of colleges located in back-
ward and rural areas, during the
Fifth Plan. According to the relaxed
conditions, colleges in backward and
rural areas offering three-year degree
courses will be eligible for develop-
ment grants if they have 300 stu-
dents and 15 teacherg against the
normal requirement of 400 and 20
respectively. In the case of colleges
offering two-year degree courses, the
normal requirement of 270 students

and 15 teachers is relaxed to 200 and
10 respectively.
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(b) and (c). The criteria for pro-
viding general development assis-
tance to colleges during the Sixth

Plan have not so far been finalised
by the Commission.

Opening of new branch Post Ottce»
during Sixth Five Year Flan

3279. SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) how many rural brsyich po”t
offices al©proposed to be opened in
the 6th Five Year Plan and its State™®
wise break-up, if any;

(b) the proposed expenditure to bt
incurred by the Union Government
*this score; and

(c) the number of branch po”t
offices to be upgraded to the rank of

Sub-Post offices alongwith State-wise
break-u4>if any?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN),
(a) and (b). The Five Year Plan fo*
the period 1980—85 is wunder prepa-
ration. The number <of rural post
offices to be opened during this Plan
period in the country and the expen-
diture to be incurred on this score
will be known when the Plan i«
finalised with the approval of the
Planning  Commission. Circle-wise
targets are assigned on a year to year

basis and not for the 5 year period as
a whole.

(c)  Upgradation Of extra depart-
mental branch post offices to the
level of sub post office is not a Plan
Programme and, therefore, no tar-
gets are fixed. Such cases are decid-
ed from time to time on the Tra«s
of workload, financial results and
other relevant considerations*
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