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Bine Print on Agricultural Develop- 
meat of Am m

3169. SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: 
Will the Minister oft AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) w hethtr a study group led by 
Shri Bahaduri has submitted a blue 
print for the agricultural develop-
ment of Ass^rn; and

(b) if so, the salient features 
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a)
Government is not aware of any study 
group led by Shri Bahaduri having 
submitted a blue print for the agri-
cultural development of Assam. How-
ever, a Central Task Force was cons-
tituted by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture in March this year to go into the 
problems of agricultural development 
in Assam, identify the constraints and 
suggest measures to overcome them. 
This Task Force which was headed 
by Shri P. R. Dubhashi, Additional 
Secretary in the Department of Agri-
culture and Cooperation, has submit-
ted its Report to the Government.

(b) The Task Force has developed 
an Action Plan as a part of its Report 
which covers the following aspects of 
agricultural development in the 
State:

(i) Gearing up administrative 
organisation;

(ii) Strategy for changing the 
cropping pattern and supporting 
network of extension and inputs;

(iii) Increasing fertilizer con-
sumption;

(iv) Strengthening of plant pro- 
1ection machinery;

(v) Development of irrigation in-
cluding exploitation of ground-
water resources and Command Area 
development;

(vi) Construction of multi-pur- 
p0se storage projects on rivers like

Brahmaputra for effective utilisa-
tion of water;

(vii) Flood control;

(viii) Rural electrification in 
Assam;

(ix) Development of post-harvest
technology like marketing, pro-
cessing and storage of agricultural 
produce;

(x) Strengthening the agencies 
for supply of agricultural oredit;

(xi) Development of livestock 
and fisheries;

(xii) Control of shifting (Jhum) 
cultivation;
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(xiii) Horticultural develop-
ment;

(xiv) Forestry development;

(xv) Rural development pro-
grammes;

(xvi) Improvement of transport 
facilities.

Action has already been initiated, 
both b y  the Centre and the State 
Government, to implement the re* 
commendations made b y  the Central 
Task Force.

Zone consideration for Promotion to 
T.E.S. Group *B>

3170. SHRI MANOHAR LAL SAINI: 
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Zone of considera-
tion in the DPC for promotion to TES 
Group ‘B’ held in 1978-79 wa9 kept 
five to six times of the panel as pre-
scribed by Department of Personnel 
and Administrative Reforms;

(b) whether the required number 
of eligible Junior Engineers were 
available for this D.P.C.;

(c) whether the reduction A size 
of zone affected the promotional as-
pect of Scheduled Tribe candidates; 
and
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(d) if so, what are the reasons lor 
reducing the zone resulting in great 
loss to Scheduled Tribes and what re-
medial measures Government propose 
to take in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN): (a) 
The Zone of consideration is to be 
normally 5-6 times of the panel. This 
is, however, subject to other adminis-
trative considerations.

(b) Yfs, Sir.

(c) The rules provide that all the 
S/C and S/T candidates in the zone 
of consideration and upto the reserved 
percentage for them should be includ-
ed in the Select List, if they are not, 
considered unfit. All the S/T candi-
dates were included in the Select 
List of the DPC in question.

(d) Does not arise.

* Area under Cocoa and its production

3171. SHRI A. A. RAHIM: Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleas-
ed "to state:

(a) the total area under cultivation 
%nd the annual yield of Cocoa in the 
various States during 1977-78, 1978-
79 and 1979-80 State-wise;

(b) whether an increase in the 
Cocoa production is bemg contempla-
ted, considering the rapid expansion 
in the cultivation in all fields;

(c) whether keeping in view the 
estimated increased production, any 
increase in price to the grower3 is 
the thought of; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN):’ (a) 
Official estimates of area and produc-
tion of Cocoa in differenf States are 
not being compiled. However, accord-
ing to a very rough estimate, the total 
area »nd production of cocoa during 
1979 were about 13,000 hectares and
1,000 tonnes Off cfccoa beans, respec-
tively.

(b) There are no definite estimates 
of the likely  expansion in area und?r 
cocoa in future; however, there is pos-
sibility of cocoa production increasing 
with the inc»ease in age of the exist* 
ing plantations.

(c) No, Sir.

(d) Does not arise.

I.C.A.R. on Farm Research for Poor 
Farmers

3172. SHRI R. R. BHOLE: Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether the I.C.A.R. has done 
any farm research for the benefit of 
the poor and marginal farmers;

(b) whether by any research, the 
poor farmer can spend less and get 
more produce in food crops; and

(c) whether the scientists are do-
ing the work a« a team and whether 
they are encouraged by proper per-
sonal policies to work for the poor 
farmer?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION (SHRl BIRENDRA SINGH 
RAO): (a) Yes, Sir. Most researcn 
done by I.CA.R. is scale-neutral and 
benefits small and marginal farmers. 
A large number of improved high 
yielding varieties of different crops 
have been evolved. New production 
technologies and packages of practices 
have been evolved, some of them non-
monetary in nature or involving very 
small investment e.g. the improved 
seeds, optimum time of sowing, adjust-
ment of spacing, depth and moisture 
content, appropriate seed rate to estab-
lish crop stand; seed treatment with 
rhizobia] culture in pulse crops; appli-
cation of Azolla in rice cultivation; 
proper and timely application of ferti-
lizers based on soil tests and inter-
cropping of millets with pulses and 
oilseeds etc.

Research on Dryland Agriculture has 
clear focus on poor and marginal 
farmers. Very relevant Dry Farming 
Technology has been evolved which




