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Scope of Bokaro expansion programme 

2245. SHRI A. K. ROY: WIll the 
MinIster of STEEL AND MINES be 
p,eased to state: 

(a) whether It is a fact that the 
Bokaro expansion programme is run-
ning behind the schedule, if so, facts 
in details; 

(b) whether the original plan to 
expand the production capacity of 
Bokaro Steel Ltd. to ten million ton 
has been dropped; if so, reason there-
of; and 

(c) whether his attention has been 
drawn to' the unanimous resolution of 
Bihar Assembly last year against any 
move to curtail the capacity and scope 
of Bokaro Steel Ltd., if so, reaction 
thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND STEEL 
AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB MU-
KHERJEE): (a) Ya'3, Sir. The ex-
pansion of Bokaro Steel Plant from 
1.7 MT to 4.0 MT capacity, which was 
to be completed by June, 1979 for the 
steel making stage and by. July, 1981 
for the cold rolling mill complex 
accoTding to the original schedule, is 
now expected to be completed by 
March,. 1981 and March, 1983 respec-
tively; this slippage has been taken 
place due to a number of factors: one 
of the main factor haG been the seri-
ous delays in the supply of equipment. 
Meanwhile, the expansion of Bokaro 
Steel Plant to a cajpScity of 2.5 MT 
Was completed and commissioned in 
the last quarter of 1978-79. 

('b) In connection with the long .. 
term planning strategy for steel, the 
possibilities of Bokaro Steel Plant ex-
pansion to 10 MT per annum were 
stuaied but no plan as such for its 
10 MT expansion was drawn up. The 
question of dropping the plan for 10 
MT eXiUansion of dO'es not, therefore, 
arise. However, proposals for expan-
sion of Bokaro Steel Plant to 4.75 MT, 
and then to 5.5 MT, are under consi-
deration. 

(c) A copy of the Resolu~ion passed 
by the Bihar Assembly last year has 
not yet been received in the Depart-
ment of Steel. However, the lpOsitiort 
in this re gard ha .. ~ been explained in 
para (b) above. 
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