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have to be heavily subsidised for
operation and, therefore cannot carry
any additional social burden like re-
habilitation which should form a part
of the State Government’s Social Wel-
fare Programme.

Beubdle headed train om Ahmedabad-
Bombay-Ahmedabad Section

2084. SHRI R. p. GAEKWAD. Wil
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether a proposa) regarding
introduction of a double headed train
on Ahmedabad-Bombay-Ahmedabad
section of the Western Railwuy is
under the consideration of the Railway
Board;

(b) whether Government are aware
that almost all the trains from
Ahmedabad-Bombay-Ahmedahad are
running over crowded and there is
always a long waiting list for II and I
Clasg reservations;

(c) whether Government are also
aware that there is a need to augment
passenger train services on this gention
of the Western Railway;

(d) whether theg proposeq double
headed train would give much needed
relief to the public; and

(e) if so,
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) No.

(b) to (e). The Railways are siezed
with the problems of passengers Ser-
vices between Bombay and Ahmad-
abad. Recently Double Decker Coaches
with 60 per cent over capacity than the
conventional coaches have been pro-
vided in 21/22 Flying Rani between
Bombay and Surat. It 1s however, not
possible {0 introduce additiona)l trains
or to augment the loads of existing
trains due to operational constraints.
Even double heading will not be of
much help ag the platforms of ade-
gquate length are not available to
receive and despatch longer trains. In
order to meet the extra rush of traffic

Government’s reaction
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during holiday’s special trains are run
between Ahmedabad and Bombay.

Dredger Mahaganga

2035. SHRI NIREN GHOSH: will
the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact ‘'hat the
Dredger ‘Mahaganga’ purchased by the
Calcutta Port Trust from Garden
Reach Workshop is not functioning
properly and ag such, the dredging
programme on Hooghly river js being
suffered; and

(b) if so, what action hag been taken
into the matter?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI A. P.
SHARMA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Various technical defects and
deficiencles have becn analysed and
an agreed time bound rectification pro-
gramme has been drawn up, Accord-
ingly, the dredger is scheduled to be
docked by end April 1980 for neces-
sary repairs,

Karur-Dindigul Line

2036. SHRI E. BALANANDAN:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
made any survey to lay a new railway
line (Broad Gauge) between Xarur
and Dindigul of Southern Railway
with a view to link New Delhi-Tirunel-
veli via Madurai;

(b) if so, the details of such sur-
vey; and

(c) if not, whether Government
will consider such g proposal?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) Yes.

(b) Re-appraisal of the earlier sur-
vey for construction of a new BG line
from Karur to Dindigul, parallel BG
line from Dindigul to Madurai, and
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conversivn of MG line from Madural-
Tirunelveli/Tuticorin has been com-
pleted and the survey report is under
examination, According to the survey
report the cost of construction of the
line will be about Rs. 42.86 crores.

(c) Does not arise.

Implementation of Beedi and Olgar
Worker's Act

2037. SHR] £. BALANANDAN: Wwill
the Minister of LABOUR be pleased
to state how many State Governments
have implemented the Beedi and Cigar
Worker’s (Conditions of Employment)
Act, 19667

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION AND LABOUR
(SHRI J. B. PATNAIK): According
to the information available, the Act
ig being implemented i1n the States of
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal snd Goa, Daman & Diw

Meothakunnam-Kottapuram Bridge

2038. SHRI E. BALANANDAN: wWill
the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) the present position of the
construction of Moothakunnam-Kot-
tapuram bridge in National Highway
No. 17 of Kerala; and

(b) when the work expected is
likely to be completed?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI A. P.
SHARMA): (a) The construction of
Moothakunnam-Kottapuram bridge
acrosg Periyar river on Nationa]l High-
way-17 1n Kerala was saactivned in
December, 1979. The State Govern-
ment of Keala are finalising the Notice
Inviting Tender papers and the tender
notice is expected to he issued soon.

(b) After commencement, the cons.
truction of the bridge is likely to take

four years. 3
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Molestation and harassment hby ul--
authorised male oocupants in Igdien
Compartment

2039. SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pieased
to state: '

(a) whether it is g fact that Gov-
ernment have received complaints
from the lady passengers travelling

by local trains in Bombay regarding

their molestation and harassment by
unauthorised male occupants in the
ladies compartments or bogies meant
for lady passengers only;

(b) if so, what measures Govern-
ment are taking to stop the recur-
rence of such incidents; and

(c) what steps Government propose
to take to locate and punish the cul-
prits?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) Yes,
The complaints were in respect of
harassment and not molestation.

(b) and (c). Surprise raids are con-

ducted regularly by Special Squads to
eradicate this nuisance. Lady Govern-
ment Railway Police constables are
also travelling in ladies compartments
during peak hours for providing pro-
tection to lady passengers. A regular
announcement, “Travelling by male
passengers in ladies compartment is
not only anti-social but also is an
offence punishable under Indian Rail
way Act.” is being made on the public
address system at all the stations on
the suburban section. During 1979-80,
in all 13603 persong were arrested and
prosecuted unde- the Indian Railway
Act,

Inter-State road linking

2040. DR. KARAN SINGH: Wil the
Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT be pleased tc stale:

(a) whether important inter-state
road linking Bhadarwah in Jammu
to Chamba in Himachal Pradesh haa
been under construction for several
vears; and





