201 Written Answers

have been caused by various factors in-
ciwuding inapprepriate policies and in-
eflective management of the economy
by the previous Government.

1d) Government proposes to tackle
the price situation by (i) increasing
production and supplies; (ii) better
supply and demand management; (iii)
removing power, transport and other
infra-structural bottlenecks; (iv)
streamlining of distribution arrange-
ments; and (v) stringent enfcrcement
o! existing laws to deal with anti-social
clements such as hoarders and black-
marketeers.

Rate of Juflation

1498. SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
&GRAHI: Will the Minister of FINANCE
e pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of the faet that the annual rate ol
inflation which wag 20.8 percent dur-
ing the week ended January 19, this
year has gone up to 23.5 percent in
the week ended February 16, 1980;

(b) it so, the reasons for this in-
crease; and

(c) the measures adopted to re-
medy this growth of inflation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
INISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JA-
ANNATH PAHADIA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (¢). The inflationary pres-
sures have been a continuation of the
past trends resulting from various in-
lernational and domestic factors in-
cluding inappropriate policies and in-
cffective management of the economy
by the previous Government. Some
time will be necessary before the rise
in prices is moderated. Measures
aclopted by the Government to tackle
*he price situation include: (i) increas-
ing production and supplies; (ii) bet-
ler supply and demand management;
(iii) removing power, transport and
o‘her infra-structural bottle-necks; (iv)
streamlining of distributicn arrange-
Mments: and (v) effective enforcement
of existing legislation.
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Advance Plan allocation released to
Government of West Bengal

1499. SHRI NIREN GHOSH: Will the
N/mister of FINANCE be pleased to
state the amount so far released to the
Government O0f West Bengal for ad-
vance plan allocation for drought?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JA-
GANNATH PAHADIA): on the recom-
mendations ¢f the Central teams and
the High Level Committee on Relief,
ceilings of expenditure, {olalling Rs.
27 67 crores, have been approved by
the Central Government for various
ilems of drought relief in West Bengal.
The expenditure actually incurred by
the State Government, over and above
the margin money of Rs. 13.60 crores.
is to be cevered by such advance Plan
assistance. The maximum amount of
advance Plan assistance admissible to
thre State Governmenl thus works out
to Rs. 14.07 crores. This amount was
to be released to the State Govern-
ment in suitable instalments, depend-
ing upon the pace of expenditure re-
ported by the State Government. No
rrogress repert on expenditure has,
however been received from the State
Government so far. Nevertheless, a.
sum of Rs. 12 crores has been released
to the State Government in order to
ensure that the drought relief was not
hampered for want of funds.
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