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Assam on the demand of elimination 
from the voters list of the ‘foreigners';

(b) whether the agitation has taken 
a violent turn;

(c) if so, the nature and extent of 
violence and the outcome thereof;

(d). whether Government propose 
to make an in-depth study of the 
problem of the North Eastern region 
and work out an abiding solution to 
the problem; and

(e) if so, the steps initiated in this 
direction?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND 
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PAR-
LIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI P. 
VENKATASUBBAIAH): (a) Yes, Sir.

<b) Since the commencement of 
the agitation, a number of violent in-
cidents have taken place.

(c) to (e). Between A ugust and De-
cember, 1976, 26 persons lost their live^; 
there were about 120 incidents of 
arson and about 327 cases of assault. 
In January 1980, 41 persons lost their 
lives and over 3,200 houses set on fire 
rendering over 15,000 people homeless 
in Kamrup District. In Cachar Distirct,
6 persons lost their lives in communal 
clashes. On 18th January, 5 persons 
including a Senior Technical Officer 
of Oil India lost their lives in violent 
incidents at Duliajan.

The Government is seized of the gra-
vity of the problem. The prime Minis-
ter and the Home Minister have had 
intensive consultations with the Gov-
ernor of the North Eastern States. The 
Prime Minister has also had discus-
sions with leaders of the Opposition 
and it has been decided to have talks 
with leaders of national parties in 
Assam and the leaders of Opposition 
in Delhi. Steps have also been taken 
to re-assure the students and others, 
who have been engaged in the agita-
tion, of ll.e anxiety of the Government

to continue discussions with them to  
create an atmosphere conducive t<* 
evolving solution to the problems they 
face.

Decline in Industrial Growth

113. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether there has been a per-
ceptible decline in industrial growth 
in the recent months;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps taken or proposed to 
be taken to reverse the process of 
decline?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
AND INDUSTRY (SHRI R. VEN- 
KATARAMAN): (a) The index of
industrial production as released by 
the Central Statistical Organisation 
(CSO) is available upto August 1979. 
According to this index, production 
has shown a declining rate of growth 
from April \o July 1979, but it has 
picked up in August, 1979.

(b) The reasons for the decline in 
the industrial growth rate were shor-
tages in power supp ly  and basic in-
puts an well ns industrial unrest.

(c) The steps taken to improve in-
dustrial growth include liberalised 
imports of raw materials, components 
and spares in short supply. Measures 
envisaged to accelerate industrial 
production are better utilisation of 
existing capacity, improved labour 
relations and increase in infrastruc-
tural facilities.

Fin*lisation of Draft Sixth Plan

114.SHRI CHITTA BASU: #
SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Draft Sixth Plan 
has since been finalised;

(b) if not, the reasons thereof;
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(c) whether Government propose
to make comprehensive modifications 
in the draft plan document; and

(d) if so, the steps since initiated in 
this direction?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI-
MATI INDIRA GANDHI): (a) No,
Sir. * 1

(b) to (d). The new Government 
which has only recently assumed 
office proposes to consider the Plan 
afresh. -
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