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THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI 
A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHU-

I): (a l 'I'll re re power of sh\)l'tage 
in some parts of the country. 

(b) and (c). The main reasons 
for shortage of power are failure of 
monsoons in some parts of the coun-
try resulting in lower hydro avail-
ability, increased demand for 
~grilnll tu]' due to drought, low ~r than 
:::\ntici}.;ated generation from th rmal 
station due to delay in stabrsati()~l of 
n ewly commissioned units, inadequacy 
of coal in some of the po\ver stations 
in Northern and Western Regions and 
high forced outage rate of thermal 
units io th Eastern Region. 

Instructi6ns have been given to 
Central generating stations for maxi-
mi~ing. generatio~ from eXisting in-
s a Llahons and dIrections ha been 
given to State Electricity Bo ds for 

aximising generation from their 
existing installations. A comprehen-
sive programme for e "pcnditing com~ 
missioning of new generating capacity 
is under inlplementation. In addition, 
a substantial increase in the generat-
ing capacity during 1978-83 is pro-
pORed, he commissioning of which will 
con idcrab y 'm rov p the power sup-
ply position. A capacity of 3000 MW 

. has already been commissioned dur-
ing 1978-79. teps have been taken 
to ensure availability of coal an d its 
transport to power ,stat ions in ade-
quate quantities required to St stain 
the anticipated thermal generation. 

Supply of Coal 

48. SHRI CHI'ITA BASU: Will the 
Minister of ENERGY, AND IRRIGA-
GATION AND COAL be pleased to 
tate: 

(a) whether it i a fact hat although 
production of Coal in the 0 tober-
Dec~m b r quarter of the rr nt 
fina ,cia] "(lar, ha improved its up-
_. 1 to 11 jor ecto s 0 the onomy 
did ('4. iwprove. 

(b) i SOl he re sons hereof; 

• (c) whether it will be possible to 
r ach the tarlet for the year 1979- 0: 

(d) if not, the reaso's therefore; and 

(e) the specific tep taken to in1 -
prove the supply po ition? 

THE lVll ~ISTER OF ENERGl t 1 D 
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI A. 
B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHURI)' 
(a ) and (b).' Yes, Sir. Coal produc-
tion in the October-December quarter ' 
of the curl' nt financial year h :;s in)-· 
prov(~j t'VF:r production in he Pi ~, 
vious qualter. The monthly average 
coal supply to th major sections 0 
the economy like power, steel and 
Rajhv~ys has also improved mar~in 1-
ly in the months of 0 tober-Dec nl er 
con1pared to Aprll-S ptem er 1979. 

(c) There is likely to be a short-
fall in the achievement of the target. 

(d) The coal production particu-
lar1y i 1 the Bengal-Bihar conltlel s 
'\ Tas ur:Vf 'sely affected by the sev r 
power shortage prevailing in tha 
area. The uns tt ed law ado aer 
,situation and the shortage of inputs 
like explosives and diesel etc. are 
responsible for the serious drop in 
production in these areas. 

(e) Step haVe been taken to im-
prove generation from DVA which i 
the primary supplier to Bengal-Bihar 
coalfields, The introduction 0 captive 
generatjon plant is also bein plan-
ned in he coalfield. Action lia be n 
taken to import e plos've t o cover 
the shortfall in indigenous availability. 
The need or im 0 in . he law and 
order itua ion ha b en taken up 
with the Sta Governments conc rn-
ed and a Cell ha been constitut d b 
the Mini ry of Hom A ai to r .. 
vie ~ a d coor ina e measur nec 
sar to deal -t law and- 0 d T 

situation. Con qu n 0 th intr oduc-
tion 0 hese mea u th a b 
om' omen"th 0-

duction in r c n k . 




