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141 Mainpuri

142 Moradabad
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145 Pithoragarh

146 Rampur
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Post vacant,

Grievances of Workers in Stee] Yard
in Mandi Govindgarh

46. SHR1 P RAJAGOPAL NAIDU:
Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased tp state:

(a) whether any representation has
been made to Government to redress
the grievances of the workers work-
ing in the Steel Yard in Mandi Govind-
garh, Punjab, managed by the Small
Scale Industries Corporation; and

(b) if_so, the action taken on their
representation?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND STEEL
AND MINES (SHR; PRANAB MU-
KHERJEE). (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) The representations reecived
related to provision of basic amenities,
and to direct employment instead of
on contract. The representations were
taken up with the Punjab Government;
as the Mandi Gobindgarh Yard is be-

ing operated by one of their under-
takings, namely, Punjab State Small
Industries Corporation Limited,
Chandigarh on behalf of SAIL. The
State Government have jntimated that
all basic amenitieg were being pro-
vided to workers, They have, how-
ever, not accepted the demand for
direct emplcyment of workers by the
Corporation in view of the intermit-
tent nature of the work.

Power Shortage in the Country

47. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will the
Minister of ENERGY AND IRRIGA-
TION AND COAL be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it js a fact that power
shortages persist in the country causing
great damages to the economy:;

(b) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to take up a comprehensive pro-
gramme for the power generation; ang

(c) if so, steps taken and proposed
to be taken in thig direction?
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THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI
A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHU.-
RI): (a;, There are power of shortage
in some partg of the country.

(b) and (c). The main reasons
for shortage of power are failure of
monsoong in some parts of the coun-
try resulting in lower hydro avail-
ability, increased demand for
agricu.ture due to drought, lower than
anticipated generation from Lhermal
stations due to delay in stablisation of
newly commissioned units, inadequacy
of coal in some of the power stations
in Northern and Western Regions and
high forced outage rate of thermal
units in the Eastern Region

Instructibng have been given to
Central generating stations for maxi-
" mising generation from existing in-
stallations ang directions ha heen
given to State Electricity Bod¥ds for
maximising generation from their
existing installations. A comprehen-
sive programme for expenditing com-
missioning of new generating capacity
is under implementation. In addition,
a substantial increase in the generat-
ing capacity during 1978—83 is pro-
posed, the commissioning of which will
considerably improve the power sup-
ply position., A capacity of 3000 MW
has already been commissioned dur-
ing 1978-79. Steps have been taken
to ensure availability of coal and its
transport to power stations in ade-
quate owvantities required to sustain
the anticipated thermal generation.

Supply of Coal

48. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will the
Minister of ENERGY, AND IRRIGA-
GATION AND COAL be pleaseq to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that although
production of Coal in the October-
December quarter of the current
financial year, has improved, its sup-

ply to major sectors of the éeonomy
did not improve;

(b) if so, the reasong thereof;
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(c) whether it will be pt'Jssible Lo
reach the target for the year 1979-80;

(d) if not, the reasois therefore,; and.:

(e) the gpecific steps taken to im-
prove the supply position?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI A.
B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHURI)-
(a) and (b). Yes, Sir. Coal produc-
tion in the October-December quarter:
¢f the current financial year has im-
proved cver production in the pre-
vious cuarter. The monthly average
coa] supply to the major sections of
the economy like power, steel and
Railways has also improved marginal-
ly in the months of October-December
compared to Aprii-September 1979,

(¢) There is likely to be a short-
fall in the achievement of the target.

(d) The coal production particu-
larly in the Bengal-Bihar coalfields
was cdversely affected by the severe
power shortage prevailing in that
area. The unsettied law and oraer
gituation, and the shortage of inputs
like explosiveg and diesel ete. are
responsible for the serious drop in
production in these areas.

(e) Steps have been taken to im-
prove generation from DVA which is
the primary supplier to Bengal-Bihar
coalfields The introduction of captive
generation plants is also being plan-
ned in the coalfields. Action has been
taken to import explosives to cover
the shortfall in indigenous availability.
The need for improving the law and
order situation hag been taken up
with the State Governments concern-
ed and a Cell has been constituted by
the Ministry of Home Affairs to re-
view and coordinate measures neces-
sary to deal with law ang. order
situation. Consequent on the introduc-
tion of these measures there hag been
some improvement in the rate of pro-
duction in recent weeks.





