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agricultlual sector cou!d not create 
enough employment opportunities for 
he growing rural population. The 

draft sixth plan document states that 
the number of economically weak has 
increased. 

(b) Apart from the investment in 
the public sector and private sector of 
the economy which to varying extent 
benefi'ts the poorer sections in the rural 
sreM, Government have the follow-
ing specific Programm~ whidh are 
aimed. at improving the living 
conditions of the rural poor-:-

(1) Integrated Rural Development 
ProgTamme 

This programme }s aimed at raising 
tbe fan'lilies of the rural poOr above 
the poverty line by providing them 
mcome·generatill'g assets and self 
employment through a combination 
of sub idies pr'ovided by the state and 
loans provided by the banking institu-
tien. The pro ramme is now being 
imp1 mented in 2,f500 blocks out f the 
total of 5,000 blocks in the country 
and 300-400 poOr families are direct-
ly a sisted under this programme in 
each block every year. 

(2) Small Farrn.ers & Marginal 
Farrners Development Agency. 

169 agencies, covering 201 districts 
and 1818 blocks, are now in operation 
and these agencies are providing ,sub-
sidie and arranging loans for small 
nd marginal farm T-S and agricultural 

labourer. Since the inception of the 
programme 77.13 lakhs participants 

aVe b en actually assisted and 165.17 
1 participants · have been identifi-

d for providing assistance. 

( ) Food for Work Programme 

in 
of providing 

been generated by this programme in 
1977-78 and 1978-79. Th progl'amm~ 

is being continued in the current year 
also. 

(4) Drought Prone Areas Programme 

A programme for improving en-
vironlnental conditi-ons in chroni.cally 
drought prone areas with the objec-
tive of stabilising and improving the 

I ineomes of the poorer sections of the 
population in such areas is under 
operation in 74 districts cov~l'ing 13 
states. The programme extends to 
1/5th of the area of the country and 
12 per cent.of the population. The 
programme is being continued in the 
Sixth Plan also. 

(5) Com'mand Area Deve lopment 
Programme 

This was started with the intention 
of utilising the potential generated by 
irrigation projects and the benefits of 
this programme accrued substantially 
to the ~ul'al poor through additiona~ 
e:rr~ployment opportunities and land 
development etc. 42 Command Area 
authorities are in operation and this 
lJrogran1me is aiso an on-going pro-
gramme. 

(6) Training for self-employment 
scheme 

Started in the current year, the 
scheme is intended to benefit un-
enlp loyed young men and ·wonl n in 
the rural areas. The targ t is to train 
on an average, at lea t 40 young men 
and women in each block in the 
current year in taking up scherees for 
self_employment. The scheme ex-
tends to the whole country and at the 
completion of training, the beneficia~ 
ries to be provided subsidies and loans 
for starting enterprises of their own. 
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