265 Written Answers
[English]
RoadsinAssam

1575. SHRI PROBIN DEKA: Will the
Ministerof SURFACE TRANSPORTbepleased
tostate:

(a) whetherthe Govemment of Assam
hassubmittedany proposaltothe Union Govem-
mentseekingspecial allocationforlinkingsome
ofthe roads with National Highways; and

(b)ifso, the numberof suchroadsinthe
Stateinciudingthe amounteamarkedtherefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT(SHRI
JAGDISHTYTLER): (a) and (b) Presumably,
the Hon’ble Memberis havingin mindthe pro-
posals submittedby the Govemment of Assam
forfinancingcertainprojects linking StateRoads
with nationalHighways. The State Govermment
has sponsored 19road/bridge scheme of State
Roads of Inter-State of Economic importancein
the 8th Plan. However, due tolimited allocation
offundsforCentral Sector Roads Programmein
the 8th Plan, it will be possible to take up only
some selected projects under the afore-said
programme. ltis, therefore, notpossibletoindi-
catethe funding position atthis stage.

Coco-NutWater

1576. SHRIP.C. THOMAS: Willthe
Ministerof FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whethernew technology for storing
andusing sweetcoconutwaterafteriongpreser-
vationis available inthe country; |

(b) whetherthere is any industryin India
engagedinpreservingand makingcoconutwa-
teravailable as asoftdrink;

-

(c) whethersuch industrial products or

preserveddrinks are beingusedin othercoun-
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tries; and

(d)the steps beingtakeninthis regardin
thefood processingindustry ofthe country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE

~ MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUS-

TRIES (SHRI TARUNGOGOI): (a)to(d). The
Regional Research Centre, Trivendrum has
developed the technology formaking softfrom
coconutwater which has notyetbeencommer-
cialised, though afew entreprepreneurs have
obtainedthis technology from RRL through Co-
conut Developmant Board. Itis reportedthata
company in Philipines has developedtechnolo-
gy forbottiing softdrink, both of the carbonated
and non-carbonatedvarieties made from coco-
nutwater.

[Translation]
Delhi-Saharanpur Road

/
1577. SHRIPRABHUDAYAL KATHERIA:
SHRICHINMAYANAMD SWAMI:

Willthe Minister of SURFACE TRANS-
PORTbepleasedtostate:

(a)whetherthereis any proposaltocon-
vertDelhi-Saharanpur National Highwayintoa
double-laneroad;

(b)ifso, the details thereofincludingthe
estimated costinvolvedtherein; and

(c) the time by which the workis likely to
commence?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT (SHRI
JAGDISHTYTLER: (a) to(c). Constitutionally,
the Govemmentof Indiais primarily concemed
with roads declared as National Highways only.
Theresponsibility for roads otherthanNational
Highwaysis essentially thatofthe State Govem-
ments concemed. Since the roadinquestionis
aStateroad, its developmentincludingwidening
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isthe responsibility ofthe State Govemment(s)
concemed.

[English)
Pak Lobby on Kashmir

1578. SHRIGEORGEFERNANDES:
SHRIANNAJOSHI:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whetherthe attention of the Govem-
menthasbeendrawntothe newsitemcaptioned
“Pak Lobbying for UN panel on Kashmir” ap-
pearedinthe Times of india’ dated November
16,1993:and

(b)if so. the details thereof and the steps
taken andthe results achievedby the Govemn-
mentinthis regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIR.
L. BHATIA): (a) Yes Sir.

(b) Pakistan had informally circulated
draftresolution against India on Kashmirissue.
However, as a result of prompt and effective
countermeasures takenby India, Pakistan could
notmusterenoughsupportanddid nottablethe
resolution.

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation

1579. SHRIHARIKISHORE SINGH:
SHRIGURUDASKAMAT:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-

FAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether India has applied for the
membership of Asia Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation (APEC):

(b)if so, whether this applicationisbeing
consideredbythe APEC favourably;
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(c)if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the tangible gains to be accrued to
India by the outcome of the recent summit of
APEC and likely tobe accrued by its member-

ship?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI
R.L.BHATIA): (a)to(c). India hasindicatedits
inferestinparticipatingin APEC. However, APEC
hasdecidedatthe Seattle meetingtoconcentrate
atthis stage on consolidation andimprovement
ofits effectiveness. They have declared athree-
yearmoratotium on new membership afterad-
mitting Chilein 1994. However, APEC has also
setoutproceduresforenablingothercountries of
the Asiaa Pacific regiontoparticipatein its work
programmes forpromoting global and regional
tradeandinvestment.

(d) APEC membershipcovers countries
with 60percentofworld GDP and40% offoreign
trade and includes the worid's largestand most
dynamic economise. With the liberalisation of
Indiain APEC’s global and regionaltrade and
investmentfacilitation programmes canbe ex-
pectedtobring substantialbenefits bothto India
aswellto other APEC countries.

" Films Screened at Udaipur FilmFestival

1580.  SHRIGURUDAS KAMAT: Wil
the Minister of INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING be pleasedtostate:

(a) whether the quality of Indian Films
screened atthe Udajpurfilmfestivalin Novem-
ber, 1993wereofsubstandardas comparetothe
films of other countries; and ‘

(b)if s0, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF THE STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING(SHRIK.P. SINGHDEO):
(a)and(b). Ne, Sir. Fourindependent Juries for





