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andtransport.

(iii) Encouragement for establishment of
Joint Ventures and projects in the area of agri-
culture, agro industry, telecommunication,
medical equipment, non-conventional energy
andcomputers.

(iv) Encouragement to public and private
sectororganisations to participate in interna-
tional fairs held in each others country and
exchange of visits of delegations.

(v) Promotion of third country ventures in
trade andindustrial sectors.

ThisMOU signedon 17thMay, 1993 envis-
ages holding of further consultations fromtime
to time to give e¥ect of this cooperation.

PDS ltems Smuggled to Bangladesh

944, SHRIG. DEVARAYANAIK:
SHRIGURUDAS KAMAT:
SHRICHAND KHANDELWAL,
SHRIMATISAROJDUBEY:

SHRI SANAT KUMAR
MANDAL:

SHRI Y. SREENIVASA
PRASAD:

Willthe Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whetherthe Government are aware that
large quantities of PDS items are smuggled
across the borderto Bangladesh and Myanmar;

(b) if so whether the Union Governmnet
~havediscussedthe issues withthe north east-
em States;

(c)itso, the details of the discussions held;
and

(d) the concreat steps takentocheckillegal
smuggling of PDS items from the country?
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THEMINISTEROF STATE INTHEMIN-
ISTRY OF  FINANCE (SHR!
M.V.CHANDRASHEKARA MURTHY) (a) :
Smuggling of PDS items across the borders of

Bangladesh andMyanmaris acause of concem
toGovemnment.

(b): Yes Sir.

(c): Duringthe discussions, decisions were
taken forinvoking action under the Essential
Commodities Act by the State Governments
and stopping up the vigilance by Customs and
BSF authorities.

(d): Aliconcemed agencies are actionina
fully integrated manner to stop the menace of

smuggling.
Interest Rates on Agricultural Credit

945, SHRINITISH KUMAR:
DR.CHINTAMOHAN:

Willthe Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether the interest rates on agricul-
tural credit and othere types of rural creditare
proposed to be increased as reported in the
press;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the financial institutions are
contemplatingtoincrease the rate of interest on
the loans provided for agricutture productionin
the country

(d) if so, the reasons therefor

(e) whetherthe Government have issued
the directives tune these financial institutions
alsointhis regard; and

(f)if so, the details thereof?

THEMINISTEROF STATE IN THEMIN-
ISTRY OF FINANCE AND MINISTER OF





