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BLIND PERSONS 

2568. SHRI SIMON MARANDl: wiil the 
Minister of HEALTIl AND FAMILY WEL-
FARE be pleased to state: 

(a) whetherlhe Government have conducted 
any survey to find out the number of blind par~ 
sons in rural and hi.lly areas; 

{b) if so. the details thereof: 

(c) whether the Government have received 
any assistance from World Federa1ion for Rlind 
for preventing blindness: 

(d) if so. the amount reechoed during each of 
the last three years: and 

(e) the allocation made to each State During 
the above period ? 

TIlE DEPUlI' MINISTER IN TIlE MINIS-
TRY OF HEALTIl AND FAMILY WELFARE 
(SHRI PARAN SINGH GHATOWAR): (a) 
and (b) The NPCB-WHO Survey 1986-89 has 
shown that the prevalence of blindness is 
higher in rural areas that in urban areas. This is 
more evident in the States of Madhya Pradesh. 
Orissa. Rajasthan and Vltar Pradesh. 

(c) No. Sir. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

[English) 

AIDS CONTROL 

2569. SHRI G. MADEGOWDA: Will the 
Minister of HEALTIl AND FAMILY WEL-
FARE be pleased to state: 

(a) ""hether there are National AIDS Board 
and National AIDS Control Organisation: 

(b) if so. whether there is over-lapping in the 
functioning of these two organisations: and 

(c) whether there is any proposal to merge 
these two organisations for the effective 
functioning of AIDS control work? 

TIlE MINISTER OF HEALTIl AND 
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN-
KARANAND): (a) to (c) National AIDS Con-
tro\ Otp,nisation (NACO) is an executive wing 
0{ the Ministry of Health. National AIDS Con-
trol Board (NACB) is a high-powered delibera-
tive body to accord administrative approval and 

financial II1uK1ions to the plans and program-
mes of NACO. Since they play functionally dif-
ferent and distinct coles. the question of any 
merge,$: does not' arise. 

SUPPLY OF GAS TO BOMBAY CITY 

2570. SHRIMATI SURYAKANTA PATIL: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:, 

(a) the norms made COl' selection of foreign 
pat1ners for supply of gas to Bombay city; 

(b) wbether sucb nonus bave been foUowed 
by the Gas Authority of India Limited in select-
ing foreign paltners; and 

(c) if nol. the reasons therefor? 

TilE MINISTER Of STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NA'tuRAL GAS (CAPT. SATlSH KUMAR 
SHARMA): (a) The nonns included a 
minimum experience of 10 years in the supply 
of gas in a major city. willingness to contribute 
to equity. experience in conversion of industrial 
and commercial users from liquid fuel to 
gas. etc. 

(b) Yes. Sir. 

(c) Does not aries. 

NAnONAL HEALTH POliCY 

2571. SHRIMATI OIL KUMARI BHAN-
DARI: Wtll the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government propose to 
review the National Health Policy; 

(b) if so, the dL'tails thereof; 

(c) whether attention of the Government has 
been drawn to the state of India's Health 
Report; 

(d) if so. the details thereof; 

(e) whetheT the. Government propose to 
incorporate these reco~ndalions in the 
National Health Polk,},; and 

(.I) if 10. the details thereof? 




