
113 WflttenAnswers AGRAHAYANA9. 1914 (SAKA) Written Answers 314 

(a) and (b) BeSideS the TV studio Centres 
funcltomng at Guwahatl (Assam) and Agar-
tala rlnpura) whICh are already telecasting 
regional programroos. Sludlo Centres are 
presently under Implemenlallon at Dlbrugah 
& Silchar (Assam). Shiliong & Tura (Megha 
laya).lmphal (Manlpur), Kohlma (Nagaland), 
hanagar (Arunachal Pradesh) and Alzawl 
(Mlloram) tn the Northeastern reg,on Can 
sequent on commissioning of the above 
menltoned TV studiO Centres It would be 
possible to telecast programmes In local 
languages from the respective TV transmit 
ters 

As regards expansion of TV coverage 10 
North·eastern region 16 TV transmitter 
projeCts are at present under Implementa 
tlon'envlsagedto be set up subject to availa-
bility of resources for the purpose 

Polley for new Airports 

1018 SHRI Y S RAJASE KHAR 
REDDY Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIA-

. nON AND TOURISM be pleased to state 

(a) whether the Government propose to 
review Its polICy rega'dlng sanctioning of 
new alrtlelds 

(b) If not the reasons therefor 

(c) whether there IS any proposal to 
modernise GannavariJrn airport In Andhra 
Pradesh. and 

(d) " nol, the reasons tl)erelor? 

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION 
AND TOURISM (SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN 
DIA) (a) and (b) The eXisting policy IS work-
Ing well and doos not require reVISion • 

(e) and (d) The NallOnal Airports Au-
t""nty (NAA) has drawn up plans lor the 
upgradalton 01 VI)ayawada airport lor Boe-
Ing·737 operations But due 10 pauclly 01 

resources With the NallOnal Airports Author-
lIy. It has not been above to take up the 
project so far 

Catenng Contract 

1019 SHRISUDHIRSAWANT Wllithe 
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION AND TOURISM 
be pleased to state 

(a) whQther contract of catering and 
other Items for the Air India are awarded to 
foreign companieS. 

(b) If so, the details thereof and the 
reasons therefor 

(c) whether any pnonty IS given In the 
allotment of contracts to Cooperative SOCte-
tieS In the all Airlines and 

(d) If not tr.e reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF CIVil AVIATION 
AND TOURISM (SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN-
DIA) (a) an(! (b) Catering contracts have 
not been given to foreign compantes by Air 
India at Indian stallons However, certam 
consumables are procured from abroad on 
conslderattons of quahty and non-avallabll-
rty 10 India Catenng Items are supplied by 
foretgn agenCies Whf''l such dems are needed 
to be upll1ted abroad 

(c) and (d) Contracts are generally 
awarded on the baSIS of tenders The offers 
of Co· operatIVe SOCl8tteS are gIVen due 
conslderallon subject to competitIVeness 0' 
rates. quality 01 mater .11, capablhty tor timely 
supply etc 

[ Translation] 

Communication facilities for Tourist 
places In M.P. 

'020 SHRI ASLAM SHER KHAN W,ll 
Ihe Minister 01 COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased 10 state 
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(a) whether the Government propose to 
provide communication facility to important 
tourist places of tribal populated areas in 
Madhya Pradesh in order to link them with 
the major cities; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
P.V. RANGAYYA NAIDU): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) There are ten Identified tourist places 
10 Tribal Area of Madhya Pradesh (Bastar, 
Chanderi, Maheswar, Mandu, Omkaresh-
war, Pali, Pachmarhi, Rahatgarh, Burhanpur 
and Dhar). All the ten tourist places have 
been provided with telephone facility. The 
two tounst places, Burhanpur and Dhar, 
have also been provided the STDfacility and 
the remaining are proposed to be provided 
with STD facility dunng 8th Five Year Plan 
period. 

Rural post offices 

1021. SHRI RAM LAKHAN SINGH 
YADAV: Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TION be pleased to state: 

(a) the norms for setting up rural post 
offices; 

(b) whether 10 some Villages rural post 
offices have not been opened despite fulfill-
Ing requiSite requirements; and 

(c) if so, the State-wise number of such 
villages? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI 
P. V. RANGA YYA NAIDU): (a) The norms for 
sE:tting up of post offices are given.1n the 
attached statement. 

(b) Yes, SIr. 

(c) The Information is being collected 
and wiii be laid on the Table of the House. 

STATEMENT 

Criteria/Norms fixed for opening new post 
offices in rural areas 

The following norms for opening branch 
post olfices'effective from 1/4/1991 have 
been adopted:-

(i) Population: 

(a) In Normal areas: 

3000 population in a group of villages 
(Including the PPO villages) 

(b) In the Hilly, Tribal, Desert a~ Inac-
cessible areas: 

(ii) 

500 population in an individual village 
or 1000 population in a group of vil-
lages. 

Distance: 

(a) In ~ormal areas: 

The minimum distance from the near-
est existing post office will be 3 KM. 

(b) The Hilly, Tribal, Desert and Inacces-
sible areas: 

The distance limit will be the same as 
above except that in hilly areas, the 
minimum distance limit can be re-
laxed by the Directorate in cases 
where such relaxation is warrr.lnted 
by special circumstances which 
should be clearly explained IOIhile 
submitting a proposal. \ 




