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Budget Speech for 1991-92, Govt. proposed Cc) If so, the measures taken to contral 
to disinvest a part of its share holding In and bring down the prices thereof; and 
selected public sector undertakings In favour 
of the pubic sector financial Institutions, 
mutual funds, workers and the general public. 
In pursuance to this Government have 
already sold 8% shares in 30 public sector 
undertakings to public sector financial 
institutions, mutual funds and the merchant 
banks who wouldgraduaDyof·loadthe shares 
in favour of the common people and small 
Inventors. In regard to sale of shares to the 
workers, the details are still being worked 
out. 

Prices of Essential Commodities 

1257. SHRI PRAKASH V. PATll: 
SHRI BAPU HARI CHAURE: 
SHRI MANIKRAO HODl YA 

GAVIT: 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 
to state: 

(el) the prices of essential commodities 
including sugar, vegetables, different types 
of pulses, onions, edible oils turmeric, red 
chmles and cummln seeds in the open market 
as on April 30, 1992; 

(b) whether there is a substantial 
Increase in the prices of all such commodities; 

Cd) the outcome thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVil SUPPLIES, 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS & PUBLIC 
DISTRIBUTION (SHRI KAMAlUDDlN 
AHMED): <a) The retail prices of essential 
commodities including sugar, Vegetables, 
different types of pulses onions, edible oils, 
turmeric red chilies and cummin seeds on 
open market as in 30.4. 1992 are given In the 
enclosed statement. 

(b) Some variation in the prices of these 
commodities has been noticed In recent 
period due to gap in the demand and supply 
of pulses, edible oils and nearly inelastic 
supply of onions, turmeric, red chilies and 
cummln seeds during the summer season. 

(c) and (d). To meet the shortfall in the 
supplies of edible oils,lt is proposed to IfT1)Ort 
palmolien oil. For other commodities efforts 
are being made to increase there production 
within the country through providing 
incentives for higher production as weH as 
rational distribution. It is expected that with 
the measures taken by the Govemment,the 
supply of these commodities will Improve. 
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