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economic and technical cooperation in the
field of agro-industry, expansion of coopera-
tion for seeds development under India's
New Seed Policy particularly for oilseeds,
coarse grains, pulses and forage and- for
establishment of direct fier between agricul-
tural research establishment of the two
countries for undertaking joint research and
for exchange of young scientists for further-
ance of cooperation among sclentists and
research organisations of both the coun-
tries.

[English]

Electronic Telephone Exchanges in
Medak District of Andhra Pradesh

5040. SHRIM. BAGA REDDY: Wil the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Zaheerabad, Sadasivpet
and other Taluq Headquarters in Medak
district of Andhra Pradesh have been in-
cluded in the programme for setting up of
electronic telephone exchanges with STD
facilities during 1991; and

(b) if so, when the work is likely to be
taken up and completed?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
P.V.RANGAYYA NAIDU): (a) and (b). Elec-
tronic exchanges have already been com-
missioned at Narayankhed and Narasapur
Taluk Headquarters.

—STD facility is planned during 1991
for Naraspur only.

—There is no Programme to instal elec-
tronic exchanges with STD facility at Zaheera-
bad, Sadasivpet and other Taluk Headquar-
ters in Medak district during 1991,
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[ Translation)
Public Telephone In Every Village

5041.° SHRI RAM TAHAL CH-
OUDHARY:
SHRI TEJ NARAYAN SINGH:
SHRI VISHWESHWAR
BHAGAT:

Willthe Ministerof COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
provide atleast one public telephone (PCO)
in every village of the country during Eighth
Five Year Plan;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) it not, the reasons therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
P.V. RANGAYYA NAIDU): (a) No, Sir. The
Department has planned to provide tele-
phone facility progressively in all the village
Panchayats during 1991-95.

(b) Does not arise in view of (a) above.

(c) Being a massive work Panchayat
villages are planned to be covered during
1991-95. The remaining villages are pro-
posed to be covered duringthe 9th Five Year
Plan.

[English)

Diversion of West Flowing Rivers in
Kerala

5042. SHRI M.R. KADAMBUR JAN-
ARTHANAN: Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCES be pleased to state:

(a) whetherthe Government propose to
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make east-ward diversion of the west flow-
ing rivers in Kerala in order to maintain
diversion of the west flowing rivers in Kerala
in order to maintain the ground water level
and check the salinity of water in the State;
and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF WATER RE-
SOURCES (SHRI VIDYACHARAN
SHUKLA): (a) National Water Development
Agency has prepared prefeasibility report
for diverting a part of surplus waters avail-
ablein Pamba and Achankovil riversin Kerala
to irrigate about one lakh hectare of land in
the drought prone areas of Tamil Nadu.
Indirect benetits like maintaining the ground
water level and salinity control in Tamil Nadu
could also accrue from this proposal.

(b) The proposal envisages the con-
struction of one dam each of Pamba and
Achankovil in Kerala. The two dams will be
interlinked by a tunnel. It is proposed to
transfer surplus weather to Vaippar and
Vaigai basins for providing irrigation and
meeting drinking water requirements in the
drought prone districts of Tamil Nadu.

[ Transiation]

Opening of Post Offices and Public
Telephones In Patna (Bihar)

5043. SHRI TEJ NARAYAN SINGH:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) the numberof publictelephones and
post offices in Patna (Bihar) at present; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Gov-
ernment to increase the number of public
telephones and post offices there?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
P.V. RANGAYYA NAIDU): (a) The number
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of Public Telephones in Patna (Bihar) at
present is 182. At present there are 77 Post
Offices in Patna of which 2 are Head Post
Offices, 72 Sub Post Offices, 2 Extra Depart-
mental Sub Post Offices and 1 Extra Depart-
mental Branch Post Office.

(b) About 375 more Public Telephones
are planned to be opened in Bihar (including
Patna) during 1991-92. Opening of 3 Sub
Post Offices in urban area of Patna Postal
Region is also planned.

[English)
Marine Products Processing Units

5044. SHRI SUDHIR SAWANT: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of marine products
processing units in the country and their
annual output at present,

(b) the total area available in the coun-
try for acquaculture and the area being util-
ized, State-wise; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government
to promote acquaculture, development of
marine products processing units and also
to boost the export of marine products?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
MULLAPPALLY RAMACHANDRAN): (a) As
on 31.7.1991 there were 246 freezing units
and 320 cold storages with an installed
capacity of 2715.90 M. T. per day and 49,000
M.T. respectively. During 1990-91, 1,39,419
tonnes of marine products valued at Rs.
893.37 crore were exported.

(b) The area available for brackishwa-
ter aquaculture and the area utilised, so far,
State-wise is furnished in the Statement
attached.





