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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING
(KUMARI GIRIJA VYAS): (a) and
(b) The augrncntqtion of the gxxsting
transmission facility at Svrat in Gu-
jarat depends upon the availability of

adequate financial resources.
[English]

Procurement of Wheat

522. SHRI MADAN LAL XHU-
RANA: Will the Minister of FOOD
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the production of wheat
this year has been more than that of
the last year but the procurement has
been less and the farmers are with-
ho'ding the wheat for selling in the
open market where the prevailing rate
is more;

(b) if so, the steps taken by the
Government to see that in times to
come the food stock position does
not deteriorate thereby smashing the
entire public distribution system;

(c) whether the farmers are requir-
ed to sell a particular stock to the
Government: if so. whether that much
stock has been procured; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD (SHRI1
TARUN GOGODN: (a) The produc-
tion of wheat during crop vear 1990-
91 has heen estimated to be around
S§4.5 million tonnes as against 49.6
million tonnes of the previous year.
A quantity of 7.7 million tonnes of

wheat has been procured as on
12-7-1991 during the current rabi
marketing season  1991-92  as com-
pared to 109 million tonnes

in the corresponding period last vear
The minimum s»pport price (MSP) of
wheat was fived at Rs. 725 per ouin-
tal for 1991.92 Rahi Marketine Sea-
son which was higher bv Rs 15 per
au'ntal than the M.S.P. for wheat for
1990-91 season.

The procurement of wheat. under
price onerations. is totallv on
a voluntary bagis and all the stnclke
of Fair Averace Ouality (FAQ)
offered for sale by the farmers are
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urchased by FCl/State agencics. Th

gnrmers are yfree to sell their produce

in the open market at prices higher

than the support price fixed by the
Government.

(b) As on 1-6-1991, the total avai-
lability of wheat stock in the central
pool is 11.31 million tonnes, which
is considered sufficient to meet the
requirements of PDS and other wel-
fare schemes for the remaining part
of the wheat year ending on 3lst
March, 1992.

{c) No, Sir.
(d) Does not arise.

Setting up of Radio Stations

523. SHRI KODIKKUNIL SU-
RESH: Will the Minister of INFOR-
MATION AND BROADCASTING
be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the new radio sta-
tions set vp in the country during
1991 so far;

(b) the criteria laid down for start-
ing a new radio station;

(c) whether Government prcpose to
start new FM radio stations in Ke-
rala; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMA.
TION AND BROADCASTING (KU-
MARI GIRIJA VYAS): (a) During
1991, 18 new Radio Stations have been
set up so far. These are at Alvar,
Tirupati. Batripada, Godhra. Ahmed-
nagar, Bhatinda. Kathua. B:*ul. Bilas.
pur. Sasaram. Chitradurga. Shivpuri.
Hassan. Cannanore. Jorhat. Nanded,
Anantpur and Kurukshetra.

(b) Such factors as the need to pro-
vide service to the areas not hitherto
covered and extend service to hilly.
barkward. tribal and border areas:
technical feasibilitv extent of resul-
tant coverage to rural and urban po-
prlation: availabilitv of proeramme
rroduction and linkace facilities: the
linguistic and cultural needs: and the
availability of financial resources are





