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[ Translation] 

&,T.O. FaclUty at KUllu-Manali 

4665. SHRI MAHESHWAR SINGH: Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether any survey has been con-
ducted by Government to provide S.T.D. 
facifity in Kullu and Manali with a view to 
promote tauris m and to provide f aci lity to the 
tourists there: 

(b) if so, the time by which these areas 
will be conneded with 5.T.D.; and 

(c) ~ not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MlNlSTER OF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT AND MtNlSTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRL K. P. UNNlKRISHNAN): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) Both these places will be prOVided 
with S.T.D. facility by March, 91 subject to 
INSAT-ID becommg operatIOnal. 

(c) Question does not anse. 

[English] 

Use of Biotechnology in Agriculture 

4666. SHRI Y. S. RAJA 5EKHAR 
REDDY: 

SHRI PARASRAM BHARD-
WAJ: 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have prepared 
a perspective plan for the use of biotechnol-
ogy for improving agricutural productively: 
and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI oevi 
LAL): (a) Yes Sir. 

(b) The perspective plan of ICAR on 
biotechnology provides for developing re-
search capabilities and thrusts on genetic 
engineering for pest and disease resitance, 
wide hybridization, protoplast fusion, Re-
striction Fragment Length Polymorphism for 
gene mapping, tissue culture for germplasm 
conservation, plant quarantine and micro-
propagation, by creating effective biotech-
nology research groups on important plant 
commodities. Other components of the per-
spective plan are i) the use of biotechnology 
to increase the nitrogen fixing ability of 
symbiotic nitrogen fixing ability of symbiotic 
nitrogen fiXing organisms to characterise 
cynobactenal plasmids used as vehicle for 
gene transfer with special reference to pes-
ticides degradation, toxine production and 
PH specificity, and (ii) research work in 
connection with Embryo transfer technology 
and bio-engineering in livestock species and 
their patho-biological implications for increas-
Ing animal production. 

Families benefited under IROP 

4667. SHRI J. CHOKKA RAO: 
5HAI AAMESH CHENNI-
THALA: 

Will the Minister of AGRICUl TUAE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the families benefited under the 
Integrated Rural Development Programme 
since its introduction, State-wise. and 

(b) the number of families that crossed 
the poverty line State-wise? 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI DEVI 
LAl): (a) Under Integrated Rural Develop-
ment Programme (IRDP). 340.12Iakhfami-
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lies have been assisted since April, 1980 to 
February. 1990. This also includes 51.39 
lakh families of the Sixth Plan period as-
sisted for supplementary dose of assistance 
during the Seventh Plan period. State-wise 
families benefited under IRDP is given in 
Statement-I 

(b) The impact of the IRDP is evaluated 
through research studies and concurrent 
evaluation studies sponsored by this De-
partment and also through other academic 
institutions. The Department of Rural Devel-

opment have been sponsoring concurrent 
evaluation of IRDP since October. 1985. 
The 3rd round of the survey has been started 
from January, 1989. According to concur· 
rent evaluation report on IRDP for January-
March, 1989 72.02 % of the old families in 
the sample study crossed the income level of 
Rs. 3500/- and 22.97% crossed the new 
poverty line of Rs. 6400. It also showed that 
about 77% of the old beneficiaries received 
additional income from the assets. 

State-wise information is given in State-
ment -II 
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