255 Written Answers
[English]

Supply of Drinking Water in Rural
Areas

1605. PROF. NARAIN CHAND PAR-
ASHAR: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government accorded any
priority to the supply of sale potable drinking
water in the rural areas of special category
States and other designated hill areas of the
country, as recognised by the Planning
Commission on date, during the Seventh
Pian;

(b) i so, the nature thereof and the
percentage of problem villages easy villages
and population covered as on 31 March,
1989 alongwith allocation for this purpose
for each of the States and areas covered
under this category;

(c) the allccation made for 1989-90;
and

(d) the target date by which cent per
cent coverage would be ensured in respect
of part (b) above?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Safe drinking water facilities are
provided in problem villages benefiting the
rural population under the State Sector
Minimum Needs Programme (MNP) and
Centrally Sponsored Accelerated Rural
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Water Supply Programme (ARWSP). Spe-
cial Central Assistance (SCA) is provided
under Hill Area Development Programme
and Western Ghats Development Pro-
gramme. In the formula for allocation of
funds to the States effective from 1.4.87
under the normal plan programme of
ARWSP. Special weightageisgiven at 12.5%
in terms of areas and 12.5% in terms of
population to meet the special requirement
of States covered under Drought Prone Area
Programma, Desert Development Pro-
gramme, Hill Area Development Programme
and Special category hill States. Thus, States
under HADP and special category hill States
receive higher allocation under ARWSP.
Information in regard to problem villages,
population covered as on 31.3.89 alongwith
allocation under the normal plan programme
and special central assistance is given inthe
statement | below.

(c) The allocation made for 1989-90 is
given in statement || below.

(d) All the problem villages in West
Bengal and Karnataka have already been
covered fully or partially. The problem vil-
lages in Assam, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala, Maharashtraand Goaare likely tobe
covered by 31.3.90. In the case of special
category hill States; allproblem villages have
already been covered fully or partially in
Arunachal Pradesh; whereas such villages
are likely to be covered by the 31.3.90 in
Manipur, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura and
Mizoram. As regards, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir and Meghalaya, ex-
cept 1107, 735 and 1383 problem villages
respectively which will spill over to the 8th
Plan, all other problem villages are likely to
be covered by the end of the Seventh Five
Year Plan.
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