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and increasing demand from poultry and 
other competing sectors viz; Starch Indus-
try. Human consul1l>tlon etc. 

(e): The following steps have been 
taken:-

(i) State Government have been re-
quested to intervene to prevent 
hoarding of maize by traders. 

(ii) NAFED has been asked to procure 
maize locally and explore the pos· 
sibility of its import to make it avail-
able to the poultry sector at reason-
able price. 

(iii) Steps are being taken for increas-
ing the production of maize in the 
country. 

{Iv) Financial assistance has been 
provided to State level Poultry 
CorporationslFederations and 
similar other organisations for 
streamlining the marketing of eggs 
and poultry and supply of balanced 
poultry feed at reasonable prices. 

Mushroom units 

6796. KUMARI PUSHPA OEVI SINGH: 
Will the Minster of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state: 

(jl whetherthe Govemment propose to 
set uP mushroom units in the country with 
external assistance; and 

(b) if so, the States where these are 
proposed to be set up? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICUL lURE (SHRI 
MULLAPPALl Y RAMACHANDRAN): (a) 
No. Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

SoJlErosion 

6797. SHRI GOPI NATH GAJAPATHI: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Govemment are aware 
of the problems posed by soil erosion in 
Orissa; 

(b) if so, the total hec1ares of land in 
Orissa affected by soil erosidn; and 

(c) the Central scheme proposed to be 
launched toeheel< the soil erosion in Orissa? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
MUlLAPPAll Y RAMACHANDRAN): (a) 
Yes. Sir. 

(b) AccordIng to available information 
an area of 78.03 Iakhs ha. is affected by 
various soli erosion and land degradation 
problems in Orissa. 

(c) Substantial problem areas affected 
by soH erosion and land degradation are 
being tackled under State Sector Soil and 
water conservation programmes. The ef-
forts of Stale Government to check soil ero-
sion are supplemented by the following 
CentraVCentrally Sponsored Schemes:-

(I) Soil Conservation In the catchments 
of River Valley Projects. 

(Ii) National Watershed Development 
In Rainfed Areas. 

(UI) Drought Prone Area Programme. 

Ashery Co-operatlve 

6798. SHRI GOPI NATH GAJAPA THI: 
Will the Minster of AGRICULTURE be 
pleased to state: 


