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goes to the genuine consumers of coins
(stated at item 1 to 6) who need coins
in bulk for their day.to-day trans-
actions. Care is taken to see that the
coins are issued only to genuine parties,

The individual members of public
are issued small coins from single
denomination counters daily upto Rs.
20/- per person The amount of coins
issued per person has been kept low so
as to discourage unscrupulous elements
from deriving advantage by sale of
coins at a premium. As regards allega-
tion about involvement of Calcutta
RBI staff in such dealings, the RBI
have reported that no such instance has
come to light and have assured that
strict vigil is kept over the Coin-
Counters.

[Translation]

Mining projects to increase production
in Chandrapur, Nagpur and Yeotmal
District (Maharashtra)

659. SHRI VILAS MUTTEMWAR :
Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND COAL be pleased to state :

(a) the names of the mining projects
specified in the Seventh Five Year Plan
to increase production in Chandrapur,

Nagpur and Yeotmal Districts in Maha-
" rashtra and names of the projects. out
of them, for which geological survey
work has since been completed and the
time by which the work in respect of
remaining projects is likely to be com-
pleted ; and

(b) the names of the mines in res-
pect of which project report have been
prepared and names of those mines
whose project reports are still to be
prepared and time by which these will
be prepared ?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL, MINES
AND COAL (SHRI VASANT SATHE) :
(a) and (b) The Seventh Five Year
Plan has not yet been finally approved
by the Government, and, therefore, it is
premature af this stage to specify the
projocts that will be taken up for
implementation during this plan,
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[English]

Curtailment of bilateral aid by donor
countries of Consortium

660, SHRI SHARAD DIGHE :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that even
though the assistance pledged to India
at the Consortium mecting remained at
last year’s level, there is a likelibood
of actual curtailment of bilateral aid by
some donor-countries owing to denial
of deals, among other things, to them ;
and

(b) if so, the details thercof and
the steps Government propose to take
in this regard ? ’

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
JANARDHANA POOJARY) ; (a) and
(b) Bilateral aid is available to India
for specific projects or imports as
are mutually agreed upon  betl-
ween India and the concerned donor
country, Provision of such aid is a
voluntary gesture of donor countries
who are free to decide on the quantum
of their aid to India. However, no
donor country has so far advised the
Government of India of any curtailment
of aid pledged by it at the Consortium
meeting.

Production by export units

661. SHRI MURLIDHAR MANE :
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleased to state :

(a) the total number of hundred
per cent export units in the country as
on 31 December, 1984 ;

(b) whether all these units have
started production ;

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ;
(d) whether these units have sought

Government assistance to commence
production; and
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(¢) if s0, the nature of assistance
sought and whether Government are
considering to extend the assistance ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
(SHRI P, A. SANGMA) : (a) to (¢) On
the basis of the reports submitted by
the 100, export oriented units, 57 out
of the 408 approved units commenced
production and export by 31st Decem-
ber, 1984, The remaining units are in
ivarious stages of implementation which
nvolves gestation period and initial
preparatory work relating to allotment
of land and cement, power supply,
Customs bondiog facility, etc, The
concerned authorities in Central and
State Governments are, from time to
time, requested to help remove bottle-
necks expeditiously by way of priority
allotment in these areas and similar
assistance 1n other sectors,

[Translation]

Giving of loans by banks under 20 point
programmes

662, SHRI BHARAT SINGH :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state :

(b) whether with a view to create
more jobs under the 20.Point Programme,
loans were given by banks at lower rate
of interest to small shopkeepers, fair'
price shop owners and artisans :

(b) whether itis a fact that a large
amount of loans was given to such
persons during the last two years but
now the bank have stopped advancing
such loans ; if so, the reasons therefor ;
and

(¢) whether Government propose
to increase the amount of such loans
for the uplift of persons of lower
strata ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
JANARDHANA POOJARY) : (a) Yes,
Sir, Banks have been extending finance
at concessionsal rates af interest to small
borrowers in the Priority Sector which
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include retail traders e.g. small shop-
keepers, fair price shop owaers, etc.

(b) and (c) There has been sustained
increase in the advances to these types
of borrowers during the last two years,
The banks are continuing their credit
support to weaker sections. As at the
end of March, 1985, 9,49/ of the total
bank credit of the public sector banks
stood against weaker sections. The
banks have been advised to step up
their advances to weaker sections and to
ensure that atleast 109, of their total
credit is extended to these sections,

[English]
Modernisation of Rourkela Steel Plant

663. SHRI V.S. KRISHNA IYER :

SHRI HARIHAR SOREN:

Wil] the Minister of STEEL, MINES
AND COAL be pleased to state :

(a) the amount spent or proposed to
be spent for modernisation of Rourkela
Steel Plant ;

(b) whether it will result in increase
in the production of steel during the
current year ; and

(¢) ifso, the guantum of increase
in production ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF STEEL (SHRI
K. NATWAR SINGH): (a) A pro-
posal for technological upgradation and
modernisation of Rourkela Steel Plant
has been prepared and is under consi-
deration of Government. The proposal
will be taken up for an investment
decision after the VII Plan allocations
of the steel sector are finalised shortly.

(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise,

News-item captioned ““India’s balance
of payments position alarming”

664, SHRI C. MADHAYV REDDI :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether his attention has been





