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O p e r a t io n  o n  U n e c o n o m ic  B r a n c h  L in e s

2072. SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state;

(a) whether a large number of un-
economic branch lines are being ope-
rated by the Railways in different parts 
of the country; and

(b) the ptresent policy of Governr 
ment regarding continuance of these 
branch lines, particularly in view of 
the stiff competition from the road 
traffic?

T H E  M I N I S T E R  O F  R A I L W A Y S  

( P R O F .  M A D H U  D A N D A V A T E ) :

(a) Yes.

( b )  T h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  i s  n o t  t o  

c lo s e  a n y  r a i l w a y  l i n e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  

o f  u n r e m u n e r a t iv e t o e s s  o n l y .  A  l i n e  

m a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  c lo 

s u r e  w h e r e v e r  a d e q u a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

m o d e ls  o f  c h e a p e r  t r a n s p o r t  e x i s t  a n d  

w h e r e  s u c h  a  c lo s u r e  w o u ld  n o t  a d 

v e r s e l y  a f fe c t  p u b l i c  in t e r e s t ,  i n c l u d 

in g  a n y  im p o r t a n t  e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t y .  

E v e n  i n  t h e s e  e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e s , t h e  

c o n c e r n e d  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  c o n 

s u l t e d .




