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Change in Colour of Taj Mabal
Marble

2005 SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR
GOYAL:
SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK:
SHRI G, M BANATWALILA:
SHRI SKARIAH THOMAS-

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to slate:

(a) whether adequate steps have
been taken to save Ta; Mahal marble
changing colour or losing its pristine
whileness with the incieasing air
pollution around Agra and coming up
of the Ol Refinery at Mathura, and

(b) i s0, the broad outlines
theieof?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA). (a) and
(b) Appiehensions have been ex_
pressed tzom time to time gbout the
possible adverse eflecis of the gese-
ous eflluents from the Mathura Re-
finery, expecled to be commissioned in
Apuil, 1980, on the monuments at
Agra. To advise the project autho-
ruies on the measures to be taken
for keeping the pollution effect to the
absolute minimum, an Expert Com-~
mittee was constituted in July 1974
with Dr, S, Varadarajan as Chairman
and repiesentatives of the Minisiry
of Petroleum, India Meteorological
Department, National Committee on
Environmental Planming and Coordi-
nation, Natfonal Environmental En-
gineering Research Institute, Indian
Institute of Petroleum, Indian Olt
Corporation and Government of Uttar
Pradesh as members. A represents-
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tive of Archeological Survey of India
was also made a member in Decem-~
ber 1975

2 Since much work has been
carried out in Italy on the effect of
sulphur-dioxide on monuments, 10C
entered mnto an agreement in 1974
with M/s Tecneco an Jtalian firm
which 15 4 subsidiary of Government
owned ENI Group to undertake the
following studies

(1) On the hasig of meteorologi-
cal data for the last ten veurs
in the Mathura-Agra region
to calculate the ground level
concentration of effluents
(particularly  sulphui di-
oxide) 1n the Mathura-Agra
region on accouni of emission
srom the Mathura Refinery

(u) Detcrmination of the exist-
ing level of pollution in the
Agra region by measurement
over a period of gix months

(m) Determination of the pre-
sent gtatus of preservation of
monuments anq also the per-
mussible concentration of ef-
fluents from the point of
view of thewr preservation

Reports have since been submitted
by M/s Tecneco to Indian Oil Corpo-
ration These will be conuidered by
the Expert Commuittee, and necessary
action will be taken by Government
after receiving the recommendations
of the Experi Commttee

3 On the basis of data available so
far ag a result of jnvestigations and
studies, it appears that the contribu-
tion by the Refinery to the atmos-
pheric pollution even under the most
adverse meteorological conditions
would be mumum at Agra which is
about 40 KM away from the Refi-
nery, and at such a low level as
would not cause any contern about
its effect on the white marble of Tay
Mahal.
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