8s Written Answers ASADHA 7, 1899 (SAKA)

The conversion of the Manmad-
Parbhani-Purh Vapnath metre gauge
line into broad gaufie 1s already in
progress and recently a survey has
been carmied out for gauge conversion
of Parbham-Mudkhed-Adilabad sec-
tion and extension of the line from
Adilabad to Ghugus A decision
regarding conversion of the metre
gauge line from Parbham to Mud-
khed will be taken after the exami-
nation of the survey reports 1s com-
pleted and would depend upon the
availabihiy of resources

Preliminary Engineering-cum-Tra-
fic Surveys for the conversion of
Mna)-Kurduwadi-Latur Narrow
Gauge section to broad gauge and
construction of a new broad gauge
hne from Latur to Laiur Road have
been carnied out Due to paucity of
funds 1t will not be possible to take
up this project at present

As regards the proposal for a line
from Aurangabad to Sholapur (300
Kms ), no survey has been made so
far

Improvement in double decker
coacheg

1096 SHRI K SURYANARAYANA
Will the Mimster of RAILWAYS be
Pleased to state

(a) whether the Railways are ex-
perimenting  with  double-decker
coaches,

(b) 1f %0, the reaction of the public
to the same, and

(c) whether any suggestions for

improvement of the new coacheg have
been receiveq from the public?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
((P)Rg!‘ MADHU DANDAVATE):
a) Yes

(b) The reaction of the public is
satisfactory

(2) Yes, mainly in regard to:
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(1) provision of light luggage
rack;

(i1) increase Jn arr circulation,
(1) provision of drinking water

Shortage of petrol and diesel in hilly
areas

1997 SHRI R K AMIN Wil the
Muister of PETROLEUM  AND
CHEMICALS AND FERTILISERS®
be pleased to state

(a) whether there 1s acute shortage
of petrol ang diese] 1n the Mily areas
of Northern India and ag a result a
gieat deal of inconvenience ;s being
faced by the pilgnms and {ourists <
ard

(b) if so, reasons for the shortage
and what steps Government proposes
to take to meet the requirements and
come to the rescue of pilgrims and
tour:sts?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI H N BAHUGUNA) (a) and
(b) Though some temporary pro-
blems regarding availability of
petrol and High Speed Diesel
O1l 1n the retaill outlets located in
hilly regiong of Northern India were
experienced, correcive action was
taken to avoid any acute shortage
Steps are also being taken to improve
availabihby of these products for
tourists and pilgrims

Expenditure on election {y Simte
Assembliey

1808 SHRI DURGA CHAND Will
the Mmister of LAW, JUSTICE AND
COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to
state

(a) the total expenditure mncurred
by Government on State Assemblics
elections in 1877,
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(b) whether Government have any
scheme under their conmideration to
reduce the Government expenditure
anq the cancdidates’ expenditure on
elections to Lok Sabha and State As-
semblies, and

(c) it so, the salient features there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS

(SHRI SHANTI DBHUSHAN) (a)
The information 15 being collected
and will be laid on the Table of we
House

(b) & (c) The Government have
wpder consideration proposals for re-
form of the election law and the
question of reducing expenditure on
elections, including expenditure in-
curred by candidates, will also be
considered

HBlectrification of Virar Sabarmati

Rallway line

1999 SHRI NATWAR LAL
PARMAR Will the Mimster of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state

(a) whether the electnfication of
Rallway line between Virar and
Sabarmati 1s being undertaken,

(b) if g0, when 15 the work likely
to be completed,

(¢c) whether electrification on ths
line has been done only between Virar
and Ahmedabad whereag the project
1s termed as Virai-Sabarmat; electri-
fication, and

(d) the reasons for leaving out 5
kmg stretch from Ahmedabad to
Sabarinati?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF MADHU DANDAVATE) (a)
and (b) Electrification of track bet-
ween Birat and Ahmedabad has al-
ready been completed

JUNE 23, 1877
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(c) Yes

(d) Traffic needs, at present, do
not merit electrification upto Sabar-
mati, .
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