129 Written Answers JYAISTHA 25, 1899 (SAKA) Written Answers

have been selected to qualify for assis-
tance under this scheme.

Besides the concéssional finance
scheme, Investment Subsidy at the
rate of 15 per cent of the fixed capital
investment of new units and additional
investment by the existing units un-
dertaking substantial expansion (sub-
ject to a maximum of Rs. 15 lakhs)
is also being provided to selected
backward districts, 101 districts/areas
are covereq by this subsidy schemes.

Small Scale unitg qualifying for the
grant of subsidy are also accorded (a)
preference for imports of raw mate-
rials, machinery and components and
(b) priority in the supply of machines
on hire-purchase by the National
Small Industries Corporation.

Under the Central Scheme of trans-
port subsidy, 50 per cent of transport
cost from the nearest rail head of rew
materialg as well as finished products
for all new industrial units is given as
subsidy in the selected hill areas.

(7 The National
Mini'num Needs:

Programme of

This programme seeks {o provide a
minimum of social consumption and
infrastructure development to different
areas and sections of the community
in the whole country. The priority and
preferential treatment accorded ‘o this
programme for backward areas in the
national context is reflected in certain
relaxed norms applieg to certain speci
fic tvpes of backward classes and back-
ward areas in the country. For in-
s‘ance, Rural Electrification Cnorpora-
tion has made various relaxations in
backwarq areas, hillg areas. desert and
tribal areas in regard to viability norms
as well ag more liberal conditiong with
Tegard to terms of loan payment.
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