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(b ) No, Sir.

(c ) Does not arise.

Invitation to prime Minister of U.K. 
to visit India

3562. SHRI D U RG A CHAND: W ill 
the Minister of EX TE R N AL AFFA IRS  
be pleased to state:

(a ) whether the Prime Minister 
hai extended invitation to U.K. Prim e 
Minister to visit India;

(b ) i f  so, when the U.K. Prim e 
Minister w ill visit India;

(c ) whether if**s  proposed to ex­
tend an invitation for holding the 
next Commonwealth Prime Ministers' 
Conference in Delhi; and

(d ) i f  so, what are the details 
thereof?

THE PRIM E M INISTER . (SHRI 
M ORARJI DESAI): (a ) and (b ).
When the Prime Minister was in the 
U. K. to attend the Commonwealth 
Prim e 'Ministers’ Conference he ex­
tended an invitation verbally to the 
Prime Minister o f the U. K. to visit 
India. This has been accepted in 
principle. The dates of the visit w ill 
be settled in due course.

(c ) and (d ). No, Sir.
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PO L IT IC A L  AMBASSADORS

3565. SHRI YAD VEND RA DUTT:
DR. V ASAN T  KU M AR  PAN ­
D IT :

W ill the Minister • of E X TE R N A L  
A F F A IR S  be pleased to state:

(a ) how many political ahbassadors 
were appointed by the previous Govern­
ment and to what countries they were 
sent and their names; and

(b ) w ill the Government state its 
policy towards appointing political 
ambassadors and also its policy with 
regard to the continuance of the pre­
sent political ambassadors appointed 
by the previous Government?

THE PRIM E M INISTER (SHRf 
MORARJI D E SA I): (a ) A  sta tem en t 

giving th e  required in fo r m a t io n  "s
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from March, 1971 is placed on the 
Table of the House. [Placed in 
Library. See Nol LT-700/77].

(b ) Government takes into ac­
count the experience and eminence 
o f the person whom it appoints from 
public life  to senior diplomatic as­
signments abroad. Bearing in mind 
the need for a proper projection of 
India’s image Government will take 
suitable steps in the national interest 
t0 select appropriate persons whether 
from within the foreign service or 
outside it to hold such posls. Decisions 
taken from time to time reflect Gov­
ernment’s broad policy in this regard.

Opening of Telephone Exchanges in 
Andaman and Nicobar

<3566. SHRI MANORANJAN
BH AKTA: W ill the Minister of COM- 
MUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

<a) whether Government are aware 
o f the fact that the Telephone Ex­
change at Port Blair is without 
minimum modern equipment causing 
bad service by wrong connection, 
dead etc. very frequently causing sub­
scribers much hardship; if  so, the 
proposals to rectify the defects;

(b ) whether Government received 
complaints from the Administration 
i f  so, what action has been taken; and

(c ) the new exchanges to be open­
ed in Andaman and Nicobar Islands?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA­
TIONS (SHRI BRIJ L A L  VERM A):
(a ) and (b ). Port Blair is a 600-line 
MAX-II. The automatic telephone 
exchanges of this type are in use m 
large number of places in India. 
Earlier on receipt of a complaint 
from the local administration a 
team was sent to Port Blair for over­
hauling the equipment. It was de­
cided to replace two equipment racks 

 ̂ <100 line each) by new racks for 
further improvement in the service. 
These racks are in transit and will 
he installed soon after their receipt at fc 
Port Blair.

(c ) Four new M AX -III type ex­
changes have been planned to be 
opened in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands at (1) Nan Cowrie, (2) Cam­
bell Bay, (3) Diglipur and (4) Maya 
Bunder.

Infection by Doctors and Nurses in 
Hospitals of Gujarat

3567. SHRI K. M ALLANNA: W ill
the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAM ILY  WELFARE be pleased to 
state:

(a ) whether Government’s atten­
tion is drawn to the news published 
in the ‘Indian Express’ on the 16th 
June, 1977 that a study in a hospital 
in Gujarat has revealed that doctors 
and nurses are a major source of 
hospital infection and a r.umbt; of 
doctors and nurses are found a major 
source of carrying staphylococel germs 
in their nose and finger nails;

(b ) if  so, whether Government 
also realise that the hospital staff, 
who are carriers, are responsible for 
the spread of the germs in wards and 
operation theatres; and

(c ) if so, the reaction of Govern­
ment in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FA M ILY  WELFARE ( SHRI RAJ 
N A R A IN ): (a ) Yes. The news item
was baser] on an article published in 
the Journal of Indian Medical As­
sociation dated June 1, 1977 by Dr. 
Saifee-et-AI. The article has analy­
sed the presence of staphylococel 
germs in the nose swalis and finger 
nails of the staff, but no co-relation 
has been established between the 
spread of infection and the presence 
of these organisms.

(b ) The Government is fully aware 
of the dangers of spread of infection 
through carriers in the staff mem­
bers and are taking necessary pre­
cautionary measures in this respect.
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(c) The practice of wearing masks: 

washing of hands and preventing




