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ly ing the proposed plan of the G ov
ernment fo r rendering the health 
care services in the rural areas w ill 
be explained to the Indian Medical 
Association and efforts to seek their 
co-operation w ill be made by con
vincing them of the correctness of our 
plan.

(b ) The community health worker 
(Jan Swasthya Rakshak), as his 
nomenclature indicates, w ill not be a 
doctor. He w ill b ' a worker select
ed by the community rrom within 
the community, who after training 
in the simple and basic health ser
vices, w ill render preventive, pnxmo- 
tive  and curative services at the level 
o f the community itself. He iv ill act 
as an agent of inter-action between 
the community and the professional 
health and medical services.

One of the proposals in the draft 
plan is to involve medical graduates 
in rural health services for 2 years 
on completion of the M.B.B.S. course. 
This period w ill provide them train
ing and w ill expose them to field 
conditions obtaining in the rural 
areas and simultaneously make avail
able their r ervices for rural 
areas. This w ill bs in line with what 
the Indian Medical Association wants 
in terms o f making qualified doctors 
available in the rural areas.

Production of Marble and Granite

3506. SH R l SATISH  A G A R W A L : 
W ill the Minister of STEEL AND  
M INES be pleased to state:

(a ) the estimated production of 
marble and granite and names of pla
ces where these are mined broadly;

(b ) whether Government have 
undertaken a survey to assess their 
export potential and names of coun
tries to which marble and granite are 
being exported at present;

(c ) whether Government propose 
to accept such mineral stones as an 
industry and provide loan to this sec
tor for a boom in export; and

(d ) number of indigenous units, 
mechanised and modernised, to pro
cess and polish these stones and whe
ther Government propose to provide 
them technical know-how for foreign 
exchange earnings? *

THE M IN ISTER  OF STEEL AN D  
M INES (SH R I BIJU P A T N A IK ) :
(a ) The production of marble and 
granite in 1975 was 1,44,858 tonnes 
and 16,30,000 tonnes respectively. 
Marble is mainly produced in Rajas
than, Haryana and Gujarat. Granite 
production comes mainly from K ar
nataka, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh 
and Rajasthan.

(b ) A  market survey for granite 
is being undertaken by Indian Bureau 
of Mines. A t present marble is chief
ly  exported to Bangladesh and the 
Middle-East, whereas granite finds 
export market mainly in Japan and 
the United Kingdom. Small quanti
ties are also being exported to a 
number of other countries including 
the U.S.A., Italy, Hongkong, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the 
G.D.R. and Canada.

(c ) There is no such proposal at 
present. Some State Financial Cor
porations and banks have sanctioned 
loans for this activity.

(d ) Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pra
desh have about 20 and 35 respec
tively mechanised units for granite. 
Rajasthan has about 275 mechanised 
units for marble. Some other States 
also have such units. No proposal 
for provision of technical know-how 
is under consideration.

Price Index and Real Wage

3507. SHRI CHAND RAM : W ill the 
Minister of P A R L IA M E N T A R Y  A F 
FAIRS AND LABOUR be pleased to 
state:

(a ) whether the price index fo r
mula is defective and it does not 
show upward trend with the increase 
in prices;
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I (b ) whether as a result thereof 
'th e  real wages payable to employees 
are on decline compelling them even 
to abandon the basic necessities of 
life; and

Cc) whether in view  of the above, 
Government propose to revise the in
dex formula and grant dearness al
lowance to employees?

THE M IN ISTER  OF PA R L IA M E N 
TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR SHRI 
RAVINDRA VARM A (a ) and ( j ). No. 
Sir, the Consumer Price Index Numbers 
for Industrial workers is compiled by 
using the internationally accepted 
Laspeyre’s formula under which the 
index shows an upword trend when
ever there is rise in prices of items in
cluded in the consumption basket and 
therefore canot cause a fall in the real 
wages.

(c ) No Sir, there is no proposal to 
revise the index formula as such. 
However, in view  of the demands 
from labour organisations, a Commit
tee has been set up to review various

aspects of the index and recommend 
measures for making improvements 
in the method of compilation.
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