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(b) The number of wards of Rail-
way staff who got employment 240,

{c) 135 officers were rev:varded.

Derailment of train between Koraput
ang Araku

230. SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN:
‘Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
Ppleased to state:

(a) whether a goods train loaded
with iron ore derailed between Kora-
put and Araku stationg on 9th April,
1977, )

(b) if so, the loss suffered by Rail-
wayg as g result thereof;

(c¢) whether the Railway accidents
have increaseq in March-April 1977
as compared to the corresponding
period of 1975 and 1976; and

(d) it so, the main reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) Yes.

(b) The cost of damage to railway
porperty such as rolling stock and
permanent way has been estimated at
approximately Rs. 1,69,000.

(c) No.
(d) Does not arise.
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Drilling of wellg by Carlsberg Natomas
in Bengal-Orissa Basin

232. SHRI M. N. GOVINDAN
NAIR: Will the Minister of ’ETRO-
LEUM AND CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Carlsberg Natomas
of US.A. have drilled only two wells
in Bengal-Orissa basin which indi-
cated massive gas reserves;

(b) whether thig firm did not gshow
much interest and gave up further
drilling; and

(c) if so, whether the Oil and
Natura] Gas Commission hag been
given all the relevant data collected
by the Carlsberg for further analysis
and interpretations and other facts
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM.
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a) to
(c). The two exploratory wells dril-
led by them in Bengal-Orissa basin
did not indicate evidence of.the com-
mercial accummulation of hydro-

-



95 = ¥ Written Answers
carbons. The second well drille¢ in
the basin was abandoned as a dry well
in April/May, 1976 and since then the
contractor hag been evaluating data
and making efforts to get other com-
panies interested in sharing the cost
of continued exploration in the area.
Under the terms of the contract the
foreign firm has to declare by erd
June, 1977 whether it intenq to conti-
nue exploration operations in the area
or it wants to terminate the contract
effective from August 1 1977. If the
contract is terminated, the ONGC will
no doubt examine the question of
further exploration in the area based
on its own evalution of the dzta/
prospects of the area.

Extension of Agra-Delhi Express
traing upto New Delhi.
233. SHRI SHAMBU NATH

CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to the fact that 63 and
64 express trains introduced on the
Agra-Delhi route have been robbed of
much of their utility because of the
origination and termination of these
trains at Hazarat Nizamuddin instead
of New Delhi; and

(b) whether Government propose to
extend these trains upto New Delhi for
the convenience 2 the trave:ling public
and higher earnings?

THE MINISTFR OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
63/64 are Avadh Expresses running
between Lucknow and Agra. How-
ever, utilising the lie over period of
this rake at Agra, a new train called
149/150 Qutab Express has been in-
troduced bhetween Agra and Hazrat
Nizamuddin—which has been develop-
ed as a satellite terminal to provide
relief to the main ferminnals at Delhi
and New Delhi.

.

(b) Extension of these trains to
and from New Delhi is operationally
not feasible due to lack of adequate
terminal facilities at New Delhi,
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