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(b ) if  so, whether any exploratory 
measures w ere undertaken; and
I

(c ) whether there is any scheme 
to exploit such underground reserves 
in the Orissa coast?

THE MINISTER OF PEIROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
{SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a) to (c). 
Seismic surveys done for oil explora
tion on land in the Orissa coast have 
not shown the presence of any sizeable 
structure suitable for exploratory drill
ing. After conducting detailed seismic 
surveys in the offshore area, adjoining 
the Orissa-West Bengal coasts, 2 ex 
ploratory wells have been drilled in 
which no hydro-carbons in commercial 
quantities were found. Further 
seismic surveys have been proposed for 
the Mahanadi offshore basin.

Construction o f Overbridges near 
Balasore and Cuttack Stations

324G SHRI S. KUNDU: Will the
Mmisler of RAILW AYS be pleased to 
state:

(a) what steps have been taken to 
construct over-bridges near Balasore 
and Cuttack Railway stations in S.E. 
Railway to relieve congestion of tra
ffic at the level crossing gates; and

(b ) when will the actual construc
tion begin there?

THE MINISTER OF RAILW AYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDr\VATE): (a) 
and (b ). A proposal for the consti-uc- 
tion of a road overbridge near 
Balasore, in replacement of the exist
ing level crossing on Remuna Road at 
km 230/6-7, has already been included 
in the Railway’s Works Programme for 
the current financial year. Estimate 
fo r  the work has been sent to the State 
Governm ent o f  Orissa for acceptance. 
Construction o f the road overbridge 
will be taken up after the estimate is 
accepted by the State Government.

As regards the proposed road over
bridge at Cuttack in replacement of the 
existing level crossing at km 408/2-3, 
detailed plans, design and estimate of 
the State Government’s portion o f the 
work, are still awaited from them. 
Subject to the availability o f funds, the 
proposal will be considered for inclu
sion in the Railway’s future W orks 
Programmes, after the necessary preli
minaries (preparation of drawings, de 
sings, estimates and their mutual 
acceptance by the State Government 
and the Railway) are completed.

Restriction on the Inter-State move 
ment of Fertilizers

3247. SHRI AHMED M. PATEL: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a restriction 
on the inter-state movement of fertili
zers;

(b ) whether there is a 8^ut o f Ni
trogenous Fertilizers with the manu
facturers; and

(c) whether Government are consi
dering to lift the restrictions o f inter
state movement of fertilizers?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) The build up o f stock with the 
manufacturers during? the period 
March to the middle of the June each 
year is a seasonal phenomenon. The 
stock of nitrogenous fertilizers with 
the manufacturers was 2.95 lakh tonnes 
o f nitrogen on the 15th May, 1977 as 
compared to the stock of 3.22 lakh 
tonnes of nitrogen as on the 15th May,
1976. The stock is only marginally 
higher than the accepted critical level 
of stock (i.e. 30 days production) with 
the manufacturers. With the onset of 
the monsoon and the sowing season, 
the stocks with the manufacturers are 
expected to begin moving out and drop 
to the planned level.
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(c ) No, Sir. The restrictions on 
Inter-Stffte movement o f fertilizers Im
posed under the Fertilizer Movement 
Control Ordfer are intended to facilitate 
the drawin* up o f a coordinated plan 
for  th allocation of fertilizers— both 
Indigenous and imported— to the State 
t^ovemments. The supply plan, which 
is drawn up in consultation with the 
Railways and the manufacturers, en
sures the supply of the desired quanti
ties o f fertilizers to the State Govern
ments in a manner which would not 
necessitate long haulages and cross 
movements. Thus, the framing o f a 
coordinated plan facilitates movement 
o f fertilizers on a ‘priority’ basis by 
the railways and reduces expenditure 
on freight.
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