1185 Written Answers ASADHA 20, 1899 (SAKA)

() wew i fratoor $% i 0
frdx ar § aur ww st & fog
e fraifca frarsr @ @

Production of Food Grade Qil From
Rice Bran

3134. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Will
‘the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
wurder consideration of Food Corpora-
tion of India for a plan to promote
_production of food grade oil in India
from rice bran;

‘(b) whether it is alsp a fact that
the Central Food Technological Res-
«earch Institute (CFTRI) at Mysore
has developed a process to prevert
.rice bran from becoming rancid; and

(c¢) if so, whether Government are
‘satisfled with its programme ang if
.so, further sieps Government propose
to take in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
-AND IRRIGATION (SHRI! SURJIT
,SINGH BARNALA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) By installing Rice Bran Stabili-
-sers, FCI have succeeded in producing
Bran oil with low Free Fatty Acid
-content in their Sembanarkoil Solvent
Plant. This oil was sold to the Vanas-
pati Industry at a premium price com-
pared to the price of Industrial grade
oil. Further research, development
and extension work is being planned in
order to promote this technique.
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Rajasthan Canal Project

3136. SHRI SATISH AGARWAL:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) when ig the Rajasthan Canal
Project expected to be completed and
what will be its estimateq total cost:

(b) why is its progress slow;

(c) whether the French or- Iran
Governmentg come forward to finance



187 Written, Answers

the project; if so the outeome of the
proposals; and

(d) whether Government are gware
of gross misuse of funds in the pro-
Ject by engineers and contractors; and
do Government propose to inquire
into the same?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT
SINGH BARNALA): (a) The Engineer-
ing works on Rajasthan Canal Project
are scheduled to be eompleted by
1983-84 subject to availability of funds.
‘The estimated cost of the Project is
Rs. 396 crores at the 1975 price level.

(b) In the earlier stages, the pro-
gress on the project had been slow
due to constraint of resources. This
is no longer the case. Against an
average annual expenditure of about
Rs. 4.6 crores during the five-year
period preceding the Fourth Five-Year
Plan, and an expenditure of about
Rs. 9.5 crores during the Fourth Plan,
the annual expenditure during the first
three years of the Fiftl: Plan has been
about Rs, 21 crores and the outlay for
the current year is Rs. 28 crores.

(c) There has been no proposal from
the French Government to finance the
project. However, Iran has shown
interest in assisting the Stage-II of the
Rajasthan Canal Project, and the pro-
posal is under discussion between India
and Iran.

(d) The Government of Rajasthan
have reported that they are not aware
of any gross misuse of funds on the
Project by Engineers or contractors.

Diversion of Rajasthan Canal Water

3137. SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) do Government krow of a
move to divert the waters of Rajas-
than Canal Project and not let it
reach the targeteq end of canal upto
Ramgarh in Jaisalmer district;
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(b) what is the merit of taking up
Lift-Irrigation Scheme out of the-
waters of Rajasthan Canal; hyw many
such schemes are in hand and what
is their progress; and

(¢) are Governmenf's experts con-
wvinced over viability of diversion of
such waters; will it not create dupli-
city of efforts delaying the original
plan of irrigation in desert?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT
SINGH BARNALA): (a) to (c). In
1974, the National Commission on
Agriculture, in their Interim Report
on Desert Development, had suggested
recasting of Stage-II of Rajasthan
Canal Project to cater to 3.1 lakh hec-
tares of comparatively thickly populat-
ed (about 10—40 persons per square
Km.) and developed flat lands by lift
irrigation to protect maximum number
of people against the ravages of recur-
ring drought and excluding unsuitable
and sparsely populated (about 3 per-
sons per square Km.) area of 2.10 lakh
hectares from the command of Stage-
II served by gravity flow. To consider
this suggestion, the Government of
Rajasthan constituted a committee of
experts and got prepared a detailed
approach report for fhe Project. Messers
Water and Power Development Con-
sultancy Services (India) Limited who
were entrusted with the work of survey
and preparation of the Project Report
under the overall guidance of the above
committee, submitted their report at
the end of 1976, recommending the-
inclusion of 5 lift schemes in Stage-II
of the project:

The Government of Rajasthan after -
taking into consideration this report
and various economic and other aspects
including the maximum opportunities
for employment and in consultation
with the Government of India, decided
that under Stage-I1I of the Project 5
lakh hectares be covered by flow and
2.6 lakh hectares by 5 Lift Schemes
with maximum lift upto 60 metres as
against only 6 lakh hectares under flow
proposed in the original Project. The:





