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Agricutural Scientists Recruitment
Board

3052. SHRI R. L. KUREEL: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have
taken all necessary precautions/steps
to ensure and uphold the independence
of the Agricultural Scientists Recruit-
ment Board; and

(b) if so, whether the Minister (Pre-
sident of I.C.A.R.) issued any direc-
tives in this behalf?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir. Orders have been
issued that the Agricultural Scientists
Recruitment Board being an independ-
ent body appointed to assist the Indian
Council of ‘Agricultural Research,
is to be treated in the same way as
the Union Public Service Commission
and that there should be no inter-
ference with its functioning.

Dealings of F.C.I. Officials with
Farmer

3053.' SHRI CHAND RAM: Wil
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

+ (a) whether the price of wheat has
fallen below the support price
announced by Governme'nt
- Adad it .“‘1

(b) whether the officials of Food
Corporation of India in connivance
thh the traders are cheating the far-
mers "by way of rejecting the wheat
and allowing traders to buy at low
Price; and
! (c) -if so, the remedial steps taken to
ensure-fair dealings with farmers?
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(THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
The support price of Rs. 110/- per
quintal announced by the Govern-
ment is for fair average quality of
wheat and the Government procur-
ing agencies ensure that the price for
fair average quality does not fall be-
low this level.

(b) and (c¢). No, Sir. However,
senior officers of the Food Corporation
of India are keeping a constant watch
on the procurement operations with
a view to eliminating any chances of
malpractices on the part of its staff.
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