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Utilisation of Satellite for Communjoa-
tion

2862. DR. BAPU KALDATY: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
plans to utilise the satellite for speedy
communication;

(b) whether the use of satellite
has been made in this respect; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BRIJ LAL VERMA):
(a) to (c). India has heen utilising
the INTELSAT Satellite positioned
over the Indian Ocean for handling
external telecommunications for over
the last six years. India is now dir-
ectly linked via satellite with 17 coun-
tries, namely, Australia, Baharan,
Bangla Desh, Dubai, East Africe,
France, Hong Kong, Iran, Italy, Japaxn,
Kuwait, Malayasia, Singapore, Sr1
Lanka, Spain, Thailand end UK
Besides, a number of other countries
are connected via satellite by through-
put circuits handling 99 per cent of
external telephone, 95 per cent of
telex and 75 per cent of telegraph
traffic.

As far as the use of geo-stationary
satellites for domestic communica-
tion is concerned, establishment of
an operational system, namely, the
Indian National Satellite (INSAT)
System is under consideration,

Currently, the Franco-German Sym:-
phonie satellite 1s being utilised joint-
ly by Indian Space Research Orga-
nisation and Posts and Telegraphs De-
partment for experiment in domestle
communications. This experiment
(STEP), which began on 1st June,
1977, is expected to be completed
sometime in mid-1979. Experiments
in the following aregs are proposed to
be carried out— 5

(a) Remote area communication.

(b) Emergency Communication.
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(c) Multiple Sound Tiansmission
, along with T.V. ’

(d) Multiple Access with satel-
lite.

(e) Integration of satellite ser-
. vice into trunk automatic telephone
network.

Linking of Janta Health Scheme with
Insurance Policy

2863. DR. BAPU KALDATY: Will
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMI-
LY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to link the Janta Health Scheme
with Insurance Policy;

f (b) if so, whether the insurance
premium will be increased for pro-
vision of medical aid; and

(¢) if so, the details of the pro-
posal?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI RAJ
NARAIN): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Steps taken to reduce number of
Man-days Lost

2864. DR. BAPU KALDATY: Wil
the Minister of PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND LABOUR be pleased
to state the steps taken by Govern-
ment to reduce the number of man-
days lost in industries s¢ far?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
¢+ TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR
(SHRT RAVINDRA VARMA): 1. The
. Industrial Relations Machinery both at
the Centre and in the States coniinues
to make efforts to minimise work
stoppages through infermal mediation,
conciliation, adjudication or arbitra-
tion, as necessary under the existing
_statutory provisions and voluntary
arrangements.

2. The jissue is under constant exa-
mination of the Government and all
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efforts are being made to improve in-
dustrial climate in the country. The,
Government is also considering the
introduction of a comprehensive labour
law on industrial relations in the coun-
try and for this purpose the Govern-
ment is setting up shortly a {ripartite
Committee which is to report in a
period of two months. The report of
the Committee will enable the Govern-
ment to bring forward the necessary
legislation on the subject.
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