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New U.S. missile

2792. SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: Will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether U.S. is producing new
U.S. missile warhead designed to kill
people rather than to destroy military
installations through heat and blast~
ing power;

(b) if so, ...e reaction of the Indian
Government; and

(c) whether India has voiced its
protest on production of such dan-
gerous weapon? '

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI
VAJPAYEE): (a) Government has
seen newspaper reports which indi-
cate that the United States js develop-
ing a new missile warhead, variously
termed as the neutron bomb or the
radiological weapon, which would be
an anti-personnel weapon designed
to kill people through its radiation
effect. Such a weapon will be dif-
ferent from the nuclear or thermo-
neclear bomb, which can kill people
as well as destroy material objects
including military installations through
their triple effect of heat, blast and
radiation.

(b) As the new weapon would be
a weapon of mass destruction, the
Government of India would be totally
opposed to it in keeping with its con-
sistent policy of firm opposition to
al] categories of weapons of mass
destruction.

-

(¢) Since the Press reports about
the development of the new US mis-
sile are unconfirmed and also because
it is not a bilateral matter, the ques-
tion of the Government of India voic-
ing any protest does not arise. Never-
theless, the Government of India will
not hesitate to express its firm oppo-
sition to this new category of weapons
of mass destruction in the appropriate
forums at the suitable time.





