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NepaU-Speaking People

2761. SHRI K. B. CHEITRI: WiU the 
Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be pleas- 
ed to state:

(a) the population figure of the 
Nepali-speaking people in India, 
Statewise, as per Census Report of 
1971;

(b ) whether it is a fact that the 
population figure of the NepaU-speak- 
ing people decreased; and

(c) if so, the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI CHARAN SINGH): (a) The 
statement laid on the Table of the 
House furnishes all-India and state- 
wise figures of'persons speaking Gor-
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khali/Nepali as per the 1971 census. 
[Placed in Library. See No. LT-632/ 
77.] The language has 'been classified 
as Gnrkhali/Nepali and not separately 
as Gorkhali and Nepali.

(b) No, Sir, except in the case of 
Uttar Pradesh where there ha* been a 
decline. Taking the country as a 
whole, there is an overall increase of 
about 39 per cent.

(c) No study has been made to as­
certain the reasons for the decline in 
Uttar Pradesh, nor is it considered 
necessary in view of the fact that popu­
lation growth is affected by migration 
also.

I

Budget for Hill Areas of West Bengal

2762. SHRI K. B. CHETTRI WiU the 
Minister of PLANNING be pleased to 
state:

(a) the Central budget for the hill 
areas of West Bengal for the year 1977. 
78; and

(b) names of different projects 
which Central Government propose to 
undertake during the year 1977-78?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): (a) A Special Cen­
tral Assistance of Rs. 3.25 crores for 
1977-78 has been provided for the 
accelerated development of the hiU 
areas of West Bengal. „

(b) Some of the important project 
which will be undertaken by the West 
Bengal State Government during
1977-78 with the special assistance pro­
gramme are: Introduction of High
yielding varieties and Multiple crop­
ping schemes in Agriculture, Promotion 
of orange and other temperate fruit 
orchards, Soil conservation and Minor 
Irrigation works, Dairy and Poultry 
Development. Construction of forest 
roads and roads linking villages to mar­
ket centres, Expansion of Cinchona 
Plantations, Setting up of Sericulture 
Demonstration * farms and Serving
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