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(b) whether it is also a fact that
diesel engines intended for goods
trains were diverted for these wor-
kers’ special trains on 2nd June, 1977;
end )

’

(¢) if so, whether it is the policy
of the Government to permit all
Railway employees to have special
{free trains for attending their Con-
ferences?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) Five pairs of special trains were
run to and from Madras for clearance
of delegates attending a trade union
conference convened by the Southern
Railway Mazdoor Union at Madras on
2nd June, 1977.

(b) Since the number of coaches
on these specials were as many as 18,
which could not be hauled by steam
locomotives, diesel engines were uti-
lized.

(c). No, It is however, the prac-
tice on the railways that whenever
there is an extra rush of traffic which
cannot be cleareq by normal train
servicegs and even by attaching addi-
tiona) bogies to regular trains, gpecial
trains gre arranged at railways con-
venience to clear the rush of passen-
gers.

Employment of persons to ll.)l)k after
Unmanned Gates

2621. SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: Wil}
the Minister of RAILWAYS be
Pleased to state:

(a) the total number of unmanned
Bates in Indian Railways; and

(b) whether Government propose
to employ some people to look after
the Unmanneq gates on a consolidated
Pay in order to provide rural employ-
Ment and to avoid railway accidents
t such gates?

, p’l;Hz MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
“ROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
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(a) As on 31st March, 1978, there
were 22,4490 unmanned level crossings
on the Indian Railways.

(b) The Railways undertake peri-
odical census of rogq and rail traffic
at unmanned level crossings to re-
view the need for their manning, tak-
ing into account various factors such
as density of traffic, visibility, acci-
dent proneness, etc. Basedq on such
reviews, a certain number of level
orossings is manned every year in
consultation with the State Govern-
ments. During the five years from
1971-72 to 1975-76, 234 leve] crossings
were manned.

In the interest of safety, gatemen
employed for manning level crossings
are requireq to possess some know-
ledge and experience of using signals,
train working, action to be taken in
the case of emergency and so on
They are also required to be medi-
cally fit as per norms laid down by
the Railways.

It would thus be appreciated that
employing people without proper
training anq knowledge of railway
working will neither improve matters
nor help in reducing accidents at the
unmanned level crossings. Moreover,
it would be extremely difficult to ex-
ercise necessary control to ensure
that such people perform their duties
effectively.

There is therefore, no proposal to
employ people {0 look after unmann-
ed gates on a conso)idated pay in
order to provide rural employment
and to avoid railway accidents.

Casual Labourers in Darjeeling-Hi-
malayan Railway

2622. SHRI K. B. CHETTRI: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be

" pleased to state:

(a) the total number of casual
labourers employed year-wise during



135 Written Anewers (A¥.. “JULY 5, 197717 .

the last.three years -in Du-Jeehn
Himalayan Railway; - .

; .
(b) total number of casual lnbour-
_ers absorbed in permanent vacancies;

=" (¢) total number of cesua] labour-

ers retrenched during the last three
years; and

(d) the present policy of Govern-
ment in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS

(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
@
No. of casual
Year labour empio-
yed.
31974 . . . . 90
1975 . . . . 56
1976 . . . . 72
© (b) None,
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ne) 218,

14) Casual lahourers are engaged
.(omshnrt.-term. intermittent and spo-
radic works and are discharged’ on
completion of the works. Wherever
possible they are absorbed in regular
cadre after screening, subject to the
availability of vacancies to the extent
of 50 per cent of the posts available
(on the N.F. Railway).
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