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ters connected with the Law of the 
Sea Conference.

<c) The negotiations at the Sixth 
Session of the U. N. Conference on 
the Law of Sea are still in progress.

Introduction of direct Train between 
Ahmedabad and Amritsar

2594. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have re
ceived any representation/memoran
dum from individuals and associations 
in Gujarat and Punjab States de- 
manding the introduction of a new 
direct train—express or fast—between 
Ahmedabad and Amritsar; and

(b) if so, Government’s response 
thereto?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a) 
and (b ), No recent representation or 
memorandum suggesting introduction 
of a direct train between Ahmedabad 
and Amritsar has been received. In
troduction of a direct train between 
Ahmedabad and Amritsar is at pre
sent not operationally feasible for 
want of spare line capacity on sa
turated sections enroute and of re
quisite terminal facilities at Ahmeda
bad.

(b) if so, broad details of how and 
when Government propose to remedy 
and improve the said situation of rail 
communication in Saurashtra and 
Gujarat?

*
THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 

(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a) 
and (b). The Railway network in
Saurashtra iegion is quite intense and 
consequently there are large number 
of junctions. The conversion of 
Viramgam-Okha-Porbandar section to 
BG is under progress and this will eli
minate transhipment partly and speed 
up traffic.
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Improvement in Rail Communication 
In Saurashtra and Gujarat

2595. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the railway network in the 
Saurashtra peninsula region of Guja
rat is quite cumbersome and complex 
involving a lot of junctions and 
changes, tiring and long journeys* 
slow moving trains, time consuming 
and breath-taking for the passengers; 
and
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Contracts of tea and other StaUa la 
Maharashtra

2598. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU- 
HAN: WUl the Minister of RAIL
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that while 
granting contracts of tea and other 
stalls on the railway stations on the 
Western and Central Railways in 
Maharashtra during emergency, the 
recommendations of the concerned 
General Managers were not taken in
to account; and

(b) whether these contracts were 
given to persons belonging to Eastern 
Uttar Pradesh who were personal 
men of the former Railway Minister?

THE MINISTER OP RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a) 
Allotment of tea and other stall con
tracts is within the competence of the 
General Managers. However, one tea 
stall contract at Ghatkopar station




