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Reolics of Lord Buddha at Piprahwa and
Ganwarlg

24')4 SHRI'B. C. KAMBLE: Will
the' Minister of ED‘UCATTON SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be plea-
séq to state:

(a) whether relics of Lord Buddha
and also remains of ancient Kapll-
vastu city were brought to hght at
Plprahwa Ganwarxa villages in Dlst-
rict of Basti in Uttar Pradesh and
Government of India started the
work of excavations there;

(b) whether the excavation work
is stopped angd there have been en-
eroachment at the said places; and

(c) what steps Government propose

to take to stop the encroachments

and resume further excavations?

'I'HE MINIS'I'ER OF EDUCA'I'ION
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER): (a) The excavations at Pip-
rahwa and Ganwaria, District Bast-i
in UP. have brought forth Buddhist
structural rmains and two unincri-
bed relic caskets at the lowest level

of the stupa which had yielded one

inscribed casket in 1898. A large
mumber of sealmgs from a monastery
at Piprahwa mentioning Kapilvastu
in Brahmi characters of first-second
céntury A.D. point to the possibility
of the existence of ancient Kapil-
vast'u thereabout.

(b) Excavation work now remains

suspended due to non-field season.
The site is free from encroachment.
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(¢) The® Sutvey has” already” tdken
steps to- acquire’ such areas” a8 are
considered neceéssary. Only after a
detailed sfudy of the presént finds,
it would bé& possible for the Survey
to décidé whethér further excavations
are needed at the site.
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Transhation of Nepali Books
2476. SHRI K. B. CHETTRI: wWill

the Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be plea-

—- sed to state:

>

(a) the number of inter-language
translation of Nepali books after the
recognition of Nepali language by
Sahitya Academi;

(b) whether Government have
selected any qualitative book for
award to the best authors; and

(¢) if so, the details thereof?

‘THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER): (a) Inter-language translation
of Nepali books is still to be taken
up by the Sahitya Akademi.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) Does not arise.
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