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(c) have the Planning Commission 
specific proposals to strengthen Planning 
Organisations at the State level ?

T H E  P R IM E  M IN IS T E R  (SH R I 
M O R A R JI D E S A I) : (a) and (b).
T h e  Planning process in the country, 
as it has evolved, involves decisions 
a t various levels— Central Government, 
«ome Regional Bodies, State G overn
ments and lower formations. Five 
Y ear Plans are finalised after extensive 
discussion. However, there is need for 
more decentralisation and local initiative 
in  planning.

Apart from the State level, sub
regional and district levels have to he 
adequately involved in the planning 
process. T h e  Planning Commission pro
poses to encourage the preparation of 
area plans for integrated rural develop
ment at the Block level.

(c) T o  assist State Governmentb, in 
structuring and strengthening their plan
ning organisations, a C-’ntral scheme 
is in operation under which special 
Central assistance is given to the States 
for the recruitment of adequately quali

fied staff and to meet other incidental 
expenditure for the strengthening of 
Planning organisations. A  sum of Rs. 
1*92 crores has been provided so far. 
M o re assistance as needed will be 
provided next year also.
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