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Rehabilitation of war Widows in 
Igimachal Pradesh

5895. SHRI D U R G A CH A N D  : W ill 
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 
state:

(a) what is the number of war widows 
in each district of Himachal Pradesh; and

(b) what are the details of the scheme 
for their rehabilitation ?

TH E M IN ISTER  O F DEFENCE 
(SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM ): (a) The

statistics are as follows :—

pension at 3/4th of the basic pay last 
drawn by the officer, upto the deemed 
dat- of his retirement or for a period ot
7 years, whichever is later. Thereafter 
the special family pension is payable at th 
rate o f the normjd retiring pension of 
the rank held by the officer at the time 
of his death. With the special family 
pension at the Utter rate, children allow
ance at the rate of Rs. 100/- p. m. per 
child, upto the age of 23 years will also 
be payable, subject to certain ceiling 
limits. These benefits have also 
been extended to the casualties of the 
conflicts earlier to 1971 but these are 
admissilbefrom 1-2-1972.

Widows remarrying deceased hus
band’s real brothers continue to be eligi
ble for the liberalised rate of pension i 
in other cases of re-marriage, the widows 
are given a pension equal in amount to 
the ordinary family pension, as though 
the servicemen had died in normal cir
cumstances.

Other re-habilitation measures are as 
under:—

(i) consideration for employment 
in Class III/IV posts upto two mem
bers of the family of the deceased with
out having to register with Employ
ment Exchange;

(ii) The Himachal Pradesh Defence 
Security Relief Fund has sanctioned 
the construction ol a Sainik Widows 
Home at Palampur in Kangra District; 
and

(iii) 42 C utnng-C um -Tailoring and 
Em broidery Centre*, have been opened 
for imparting training (for these widows 
and other destitutes.)

(iv) Free education upto 1st Degree 
level.

(v) Allotm ent o f uncultivated land 
at concessional rates.

(vi) Priority in grant of Housing 
loans'.

(vii) Ex-gratia grant ranging from 
Rs. 2,000/- to Rs. 5,000/ depending I  
on the raxik of deceased in addition to 
the other terminal benefits.
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District No. of War 
undos

Bilaspur . 44
Chamba . 16

Mandi 5 i

Kangra 204

Sirmur . 6

Kinnaur . 2

Una 50

Hamirpur. «. 98

Simla 9

Solan 14

Kulu 3

Total 497

(b) In the wake of the December, 1971 
conflict with Pakistan, a aeries of measures 
were taken to extend various benefits and 
facilities to the war berieved families, 
particularly to the war widows. The 
most significant part of the comprehensi
ve rehabilitation scheme is the liberalised 
pension scheme under which the widow 
(or nominated heir) of a JCO/Other Rank 
killed in action, continues to receive the 
pay drawn by the deceased at the time o f 
his death. An officer’s widow receive*



15 Written Answers AUGUST 3, 1977 Written Answers 56

Hc?rrt

ir ^  ŵ wri 85
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