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(¢) Yes.

(d) The passenger carrying trains
have been speeded up ranging from 5
minutes to 4.40 hours and the average
speed of goods train increased from
22.6 KM. PH. in 1973-74 to 27.6 K.M.
P.H. in 1976-77.

Conyersion of Gandhidham-—Bhuj
Metre Gauge line into Broad Gauge

5868. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR"
Wil] the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that the 57 Km. metre gauge line
between Gandhidham and Bhuj in
Kutch is causing considerable incon-
venience and de'ays to the passengers
on account of the slow speed of the
running trains and because of the
poor quality tracks, engines and coa-
ches, etc;

(b) it so, whether Government pro-
pose to convert the said line from
metre gauge to broad gauge and also
modernise it: and

(e¢) if so, when and how and at
what cost?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
Yes. Track Renewal Works are al-
ready in progress to improve the con-
dition of Permanent Way.

(») No decision has been taken so
far to take up the gauge conversion
at present.

(c) Does not arise,
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