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during the IV Plan. The number of 
new major/medium iSchemes approved/ 
cleared so far‘during the Fifth Plan is 
235.

Irrigation is a State Subject and 
irrigation schemes are planned, and 
executed by the State Governments 
within their developmental Plans. In 
addition, minor schemes are also 
executed by the Panchayats and indivi
duals. Minor Schemes generally requirt 
small outlays and are completed within 
1—3 years. Major and Medium Schemes 
require large outlays and the pro
grammes for their construction gene
rally depand on the availability of 
funds, labour, construction material, 
land acqui.sition with consequenlial 
rehabilitation problems geology of the 
foundations of various structures etc. 
The schedules for their construction 
are. iherefore, revised frequently 
depending on ihese factors and it is 
difficult to pin-point original schedule 
dates of completion. In case of most 
of the major projects started during 
the Fourth Plan period it was originally 
stipulated that these would be ■com
pleted by the end of the Fifth Plan. On 
many of these projects the completion 
is likely to be delayed. As per present 
assessment, four of the major schemes 
started in the Fourth Plan period are 
expected to be completed by the end of 
the current Plan. In case of new 
schemes taken up during the Fifth Plan 
period so far, it is too early to predict 
whether there would be delay in their 
execution or not.

Ui) The main reasons for dekiy in 
construction have been the non-avail
ability of requisite funds and other 
necessary inputs resulting in long 
gestation period during which prices 
rise; inadequate investigations, change 
in scope and design during execution, 
land acquisition and rehabilitation 
problems etc.

Cashewnut area of Kandarkottal
5560. SHRI V. S- EIANCHEZHIAN; 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
a n d  IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
of the importance of Kandarkottai in
1877 LS—5.

Pudukotiah district as a cashewntit 
producing area;

(b) whether Government have 
proposals to promote, foster and en
courage cashewnut processing indus
tries in that area so as to utilise the 
considerable production of cashewnut 
and also to generate employment op
portunities; and

(c) if so, the particulars in this re
gard?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT 
SINGH BARNALA); (a) Yes, Sir. 
Cashew is grown in Kandarkottai area 
of Pudukottai district.

(b; Government have no proposal nor 
are they contemplating any increase in 
the processing industry, since there is 
already a very big gap between the 
installed processing capacity of cashew- 
nuts and the availability of rawnuts for 
processing in the countrj-.

(c) Does not arise.
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